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Stealing in Churches 

To many people there is something 
particularly discreditable in stealing from 
alms-boxes in places of worship. To them 
such places are sacred, and the idea of 
rifling boxes of their contents, which are 
donations for the poor or for the upkeep 
of the church, is shocking. Yet such 
offences go on, and it is difficult to catch 
the offenders 

Recently the rector of a country church 
posted a notice in the place where the 
alms-boxes were kept saying that he 
regretted that owing to the prevalence of 
theft he had had to order a burglar-proof 
box, and until its arrival he asked people 
not to put anything in the existing boxes, 
but to hand donations to him or to the 
churchwardens, or put them in_ the 
collection at services 

That such things should happen at a 
tume of great prosperity, when there are, 
or need be, no down-and-outs, is rather 
disgraceful. It appears that crime may be 
quite as prevalent when times are good as 
when they are hard, and that nowadays 
many offences of dishonesty are commit 
ted by people who are well provided with 
money, but who lose no chance of getting 
something for nothing. Of course, the 
thieves who have been rifling the alms 
boxes may be boys of the type who steal 
from automatic machines or from gas 
meters. In some cases they rather enjoy 
the process of getting at the forbidden 
store of money, in others it is simply 
shortage of cash after extravagant spend 
ing of wages or pocket-money. In any 
case, it shows lack of principle, and is 
usually attributable to parental folly or 
neglect of duty; however, we must not 
assume that the culprits are boys 


Magistrates Association: Annual Report 

The thirty-fifth annual report of the 
Magistrates Association shows that the 
decrease in membership has been followed 
by an upward trend and in the year under 
review there was a net increase of 306 
The present membership of nearly 10,000 
represents well over half the total number 
of magistrates, but it is to be hoped that 
there will be a steady increase, first, 
because every magistrate can gain by 
becoming a member, and secondly 
because an increase will improve the 
financial position of the association 
Obviously, the more money it has the 
better service it can give members 


A revised constitution has been pre 
pared for submission to the annual 
general meeting. Its aim ts to clarify the 
terms of membership of the association 
and the duties and proceedings of its 
various constituent bodies, and to ensure 
that every part of the country will be 
adequately represented on the council 


The council and its committees have 
given consideration to a wide variety of 
topics, and in a number of instances have 
made practical recommendations For 
instance, the suggestion is made that a 
simplified form of oath, which is used 
in the metropolitan juvenile courts 
should be adopted generally in juvenile 
courts. Anyone who has heard children 
taking the oath in its usual form, stum 
bling over the words and obviously not 
understanding them, must see the desir 
ability of a change which can be made 
without any new legislation rhe 
suggested form is “ I swear by Almighty 
God to tell the court, the truth, the whok 
truth and nothing but the truth.’ The 
council further recommends that a new 
committee should be appointed to inquire 
into the treatment of young peopk 
appearing before juvenile courts, and 
into the procedure of those courts It 
is pointed out that the last committee on 
the subject reported in 1927, and much 
has happened since then 

\ number of suggestions were put 
forward about the new Road Traffic Bill 
Evidence was given before the Depart 
mental! Committee on the Summary Tria! 
of Minor Offences, and the report of the 
committee shows that a number of the 
association's suggestions were adopted 
Evidence was also given before the 
Departmental Committee on Homosexual! 
Offences and Prostitution 


Constructive Desertion 

A newspaper report on the case of 
Largue v. Largue, heard by the learned 
Commissioner at Newcastle, reports him 
as holding that if a couple live in unsatis 
factory conditions because the husband 
is too lazy to work, his wife is entitled to a 
divorce; it would amount to constructive 
desertion. He granted the wife a decree 
accordingly 

It was stated that after the marriage the 
husband would not work. The wife went 
to work, and both lived at the husband's 
mother’s home, under conditions which 
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the wife considered unsatisfactory. She 
urged him to go to work, but he stayed 
in a job only one day 

From the brief report it does not appear 
that the wife withdrew from cohabitation, 
but presumably this was so, and presum- 
ably the Commissioner found that the 
husband must have known that the 
natural consequence of his conduct 
would be that his wife would feel com- 
pelled to leave him, and that therefore 
he must have intended this 

In the case of Millichamp v. Millichamp 
(1931) 95 J.P. 207, the wife was held 
justified in the circumstances of that case, 
in leaving the home in which she was 
living with her husband and his mother 
In that case, however, the ground upon 
which the order was made was neglect to 
maintain, not desertion 


The Careless Pedestrian 

The chief constable of Derby has 
been in the news on a number of occa- 
sions recently, and we have had our 
attention called to a report of a prosecu- 
tion in which he was concerned and in 
which a provision of s. 78 of the Highways 
Act, 1835, was invoked against a pedes- 
trian who, it was alleged, “did by 
misbehaviour prevent the free passage of 
a vehicle in St. James's Street, Derby.” 

The facts, as reported, were that the 
chief constable was driving his car. A 
constable on point-duty signalled him to 
proceed and he did so. He stated that 
when he got to the corner in question the 
pedestrian walked across the road and 
encouraged four women to do the same 
The point-duty policeman shouted and 
the women went back but the male 
pedestrian (who happened to be a 
retired police constable of the Derby 
force) continued across. The chief 
constable stated that because of this he 
was obliged to pull up rather sharply 
He knew the pedestrian and he told the 
point-duty constable who he was and 
that the matter was to be reported. The 
point-duty policeman gave evidence in 
support of the prosecution's case and 
stated that such conduct by pedestrians 
is a frequent occurrence and that it makes 
a point-duty policeman’s task very 
difficult. 

The defendant pedestrian said that he 
recognized the chief constable’s car and 
that he crossed in a 20 /f. gap which 
there was between it and the car in front 
of it. 

After a submission by the defending 
solicitor, the magistrates ‘dismissed the 
summons 

This particular case has been so 
decided, and we say no more about it 
On the general question of the behaviour 
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of pedestrians in busy streets a good deal 
can be said. There is a tendency to 
expect the motorist not only to control 
his car and to obey and to observe all 
recognized traffic signals but also to be 
prepared to anticipate, and to take the 
appropriate action to counter, all sorts of 
stupid and thoughtless conduct by adult 
pedestrians who ought to know better. 
Fortunately, there is in the new Road 
Traffic Bill a clause which proposes to 
make it an offence for a pedestrian to 
proceed across or along a road in contra- 
vention of a direction to stop given by a 
constable in uniform who is regulating 
traffic. A maximum fine of £10 for a first 
offence and one of £25 for a second or 
subsequent offence are proposed. We 
hope that this provision will be approved 
by Parliament and that, if it is, steps will 
be taken to see that it is duly enforced. 


False Pretences 

The offence of obtaining property by 
false pretences, like that of stealing, 
cannot be judged by the value of the 
property alone, though this is one element 
to be taken into consideration. In some 
cases there is a heartless deception 
involving the victim in anxiety and pain 
that makes the offence much more serious 
than the charge appears on the face of it. 
We can sometimes be a little amused by 
the way in which a shrewd business man 
falls to the blandishments of a confidence 
trickster, and even a little moved to 
admiration of the offender's skill, so long 
as we are not among his victims. Those 
who live by this kind of fraud have to be 
dealt with severely because they prey 
upon others instead of earning an honest 
living, and, of course, they sometimes 
inflict great loss upon unsuspecting 
people who may be ruined by their loss 
What always excites justifiable anger and 
results in an exemplary sentence is the 
kind of false pretence that pictures, for 
instance, a husband in hospital as the 
result of an accident, or some other 
harrowing news. The amount obtained 
may be small, but the offence is not trivial 


In a recent case at Chichester, where a 
man was sentenced to six months’ 
imprisonment, it was said that he had 
been to the house of the prosecutrix and 
told her that her husband had been 
injured at work and was in hospital. She 
was to go with him to see her husband, 
and to save time the defendant, who said 
he was a friend of the husband, would get 
the railway tickets if the wife would give 
him the money for them both to travel 
together. He had not sufficient money 
with him. Having been given the money 
he failed to return, and inquiries showed 
the story to be false. The defendant and 
the husband had stayed in the same hotel, 
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where the defendant had stolen the 
husband’s medical card and a camera. 
The medical card was used to prove to the 
wife that he was sent by the husband. It 
transpired that the defendant had previous 
convictions and he asked to have other 
offences taken into consideration. His 
only excuse was that he was desperately 
hard up, and was tempted. Though the 
amount of money involved was small, the 
offence could hardly be described as trivial 


Approved School as the “ Last Resort *’ 


At a conference of the Heads of 
Approved Schools there was the not 
unfamiliar complaint that the courts 
tended to delay the making of an 
approved school order too long, so that a 
child had appeared in court many times 
and had become difficult material for 
the school to handle. This tendency was 
described as growing. Doubtless it 
leads to more cases of re-appearance in 
court of ex-approved school pupils, the 
school being obliged to deal with numbers 
of difficult cases 

The complaint is perfectly natural, and 
there is undoubtedly something in it, for 
if a child appears before the juvenile 
court nine times, as in one instance 
quoted, it is likely that he has formed bad 
habits which it will be difficult to 
eradicate, and the task of the school is 
much harder than it would have been if 
he had been sent at an earlier stage. The 
school authorities deserve sympathy in 
carrying out what is sometimes dis- 
couraging work 

The same kind of complaint has been 
heard about late committals to borstal 
institutions. If only this course had been 
taken sooner, it is sometimes said, how 
much better would have been the prospect 
of making something of the young 
offender, who comes to borstal as almost 
a confirmed young criminal. 

The other side of the question is that 
courts hesitate to uproot a child, or even 
an adolescent, from home and family, so 
long as there appears to be even a slight 
hope of reform in the open. We are 
constantly reminded, and justices have it 
in mind, that an institution, however 
good, cannot entirely make up for the 
loss of normal family life even if the home 
is not altogether satisfactory. Because of 
this, it does undoubtedly happen some- 
times that other methods of treatment are 
adopted and repeated, without success, so 
that at last the institution is given rather a 
poor chance. It is difficult for the courts 
to decide just when institutional treatment 
is indicated, but we agree with the heads 
of approved schools that there are 
instances where an approved schoo! order 
should have been made earlier. 
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Alcohol and Drug Addiction 

The Church of England Temperance 
Society has performed a valuable service 
in producing a brochure containing 
particulars regarding hospitals, homes, 
etc., which are, at the present time, treat- 
ing patients suffering from alcoholism 
and drug addiction. Although the courts 
do not meet with so many charges of 
drunkenness as they did at one time, 
there is abundant evidence that excessive 
drinking is accountable for a great deal of 
domestic trouble and a certain amount of 
crime, so that probation officers and other 
social workers often feel that the way to 
tackle some problem is to deal with the 
drunkenness which is the root cause. It is 
largely for this reason that the brochure 
has been prepared. It is free and will be 
sent to all those desiring such information 
The address is: 4 Palace Gate, Kensington, 
London, W.8. The object is to supply 
information, not to guarantee or recom- 
mend any particular institution. The 
choice must be a matter for those who 
wish to make use of the institutions. 

In a brief introduction it is made clear 
that the Church of England Temperance 
Society regards the problem hopefully, in 
the belief that religion, medicine and 
psychiatry can co-operate 


How Large Should a New Town Be? 

The latest progress reports for New 
Town Development Corporations * expose 
some interesting problems 

Not least amongst these is the growth 
of the new town of Harlow. Harlow, 
like its sister new town of Basildon, in 
Essex, is designed to house a population 
of 80,000 inhabitants when completed 
It appears from the report that in the 
considerable natural 
growth is expected in the population 
there. This is because the population of 
Harlow, like that of other new towns, has 
an abnormally high proportion of young 
married couples. Indeed, as much as one- 
fifth of the present population are under 
five years of age. This means that in 
about 15 years’ time there will be a keen 
demand on the part of this (at present) 
infant population for both homes and 
work there 

If the development corporation build 
up to the 23,000 target for dwellings 
which it is estimated are necessary to 
house the population of 80,000 aimed 
at, then, taking into account the abnormal 
population structure, they will find them- 
selves too large for comfort. They have, 
therefore, decided to stop short of the 


next 15 years a 


* Reports of The Development Corpora- 
tions for the period ended March 31, 1955, 
published by H.M. Stationery Office, price 
1Ss 
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23,000 target and build between 18,000 
and 19,000 houses instead! 

The report puts it like this: 

“ This number of dwellings can be 
achieved in about six years’ time 
Immigration from London should cease 
at that point and the last part of the 
town should be completed gradually as 
the new generation grows up and 
requires jobs and houses of its own in 
the new town.” The report goes on to 
make it clear that if the build-up to 
80,000 (/.e., 23,000 dwellings) is carried 
out in one unbroken operation then 
either the young people will have to be 
sent away as soon as they grow up or 
the 80,000 figure will be exceeded, in 
which case the planned development of 
housing with concomitant services such 
as shops, open spaces and playing fields, 
will be dislocated 

No doubt a substantial number of the 
young people when they grow up will 
find jobs outside the new town or marry 
outside it. This will mitigate the problem 
to some extent but at the same time the 
development corporations’ contentions 
must be soundly based and they are wise 
to read the warning signs. How to keep 
the population at about 80,000 when the 
town has been completed will be another 
problem for them ! ! 


Litter 

Summer may be the worst time of the 
year for the litter nuisance, but it goes 
on always in towns, and even in the 
country, where there are places of call 
for coaches, lorries and other vehicles 
We are, therefore, glad to read of steps 
being taken in two towns, very different 
from each other, to deal with the evil 

In the great city of Leeds, special 
efforts are to be made to prevent the 
deposit of litter in streets, parks and 
other open places, by the employment of 
police, and cleansing inspectors to deter 
offenders against the byelaws. Prosecu 
tions will be instituted in suitable cases 
Warning posters will be exhibited. In 
the pleasant country town of Tenterden, 
which is a favourite stopping place on the 
way to the Kent and Sussex 
similar steps are to be taken 
elsewhere, passengers on coaches throw 
down cartons, paper and other rubbish 
at parking places, in spite of the provision 
of litter baskets or bins 


coast, 
Here, as 


A series of prosecutions might add 
force to notices requesting persons to 
refrain from making litter and to use the 
receptacles provided. If these took place 
all over the country it is possible that 
untidy, thoughtless people would cease to 
disfigure streets, parks and beauty spots, 
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and that even outside the towns the 
roads and grass verges would present a 
less disgusting appearance 
Institute of Shops Acts Administration 
Annual Conference 

Inspectors and other officers of local 
authorities who conduct prosecutions 
and who are not members of the legal 
profession welcome practical advice and 
guidance from experts on procedure in 
magistrates’ courts. Among the papers 
read at the annual conference of The 
Institute of Shops Acts Administration 
was one by Mr. Philip G. Meredith, 
LL.B., clerk to the justices for Ludlow 
petty sessional division, entitled “* Notes 
on Procedure and Evidence in Magis 
trates’ Courts.” 


Mr. Meredith began at the first stage 
in proceedings and showed what it was 
necessary to consider on receiving a 
report before any decision could be taken 
to institute a prosecution. This immedi 
ately brought in the question of relevant 
and admissible evidence. Can any offence 
be proved by admissible evidence, and if 
so what precise charge is to be preferred 
In particular, he pointed out, complaints 
from members of the public or rival 
shopkeepers must be looked at to see 
what legal evidence can be called in 
support of them, and whether documents 
can be properly proved 


Assuming that there is a case made out 
and that it can be proved, the next step 
said Mr. Meredith, was for the inspector 
to make sure that he had any necessary 
authority to prosecute and that the 
proceedings could be brought within any 
Statutory time limit. Both these consider 
High Court 
decisions have shown, and on the question 
of time limit the speaker gave the practical 
idvice to avoid fanciful arguments and to 
make sure of commencing proceedings in 
time 


ations are important, as 


Turning to the conduct of the case in 
court, Mr. Meredith gave a necessary 
warning against making any statement in 
opening which cannot be proved by the 
evidence, and he added that it is the duty 
of the prosecutor to assist the justices to 
arrive at a fair decision on the facts and 
not merely to obtain a conviction, and in 
so doing to bring forward the whole of 
the evidence even if it is not all in favour 
of the prosecution. This does not involve 
the prosecution in the duty to call a 
hostile witness, but at most to inform 
the defendant of a witness whom he may 
wish to call 


The difficult question of confessions and 
admissions received attention, and Mr 
Meredith expressed his view that although 
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regard to 
Another useful 


the Judges’ Rules do not strictly apply to 
Shops Acts inspectors, inspectors should 


observe the principles laid down with 


GOVERNMENT REVIEW, 


cautions 
reminder to 
was that they should produce a copy of 
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any private Act of Parliament or of any 
statutory instrument under which pro- 


ceedings are brought 


statements 
inspectors 


and 


MORE ODDMENTS FROM THE “ J.P.” 


By Tue Rev 


W. J. BOLT, B.A., LL.M. 


(Continued from p. 654, ante) 


In 1843, the consequences of transportation were still creating 


perplexities for lawyers An interesting query was posed at 
p. 167 

Marriage: Effect of A is transported 
for life, death being recorded, so his wife B marries ¢ 
that within 


and 


transportation on 
during 
is tO Say, seven vears of 


B and ¢ After the 


expiration of seven years, A is pardoned and returns to England 


her husband's absence, 


his leaving this country, have tssuc 


Is the issue of B and C lawful, and their marriage lawful; and 
is transportation for life, civil death? Would the case be altered, 
and if it would, in what respect, by the marriage of B and ¢ 


taking place after seven years’ absence under the above 
tence, or by the sentence being for 
or by the convict remaiming abroad unpardoned, or by B having 
received a letter from A till under punishment? R.W.B 
The effect of the sentence of transportation for life upon the 
marriage of the convict is not yet settled by law. We are disposed 
to think a does not 
dissoive the 


instituted, but it 


15 years instead of for life 


whulst 


sentence of transportation, for life even, 


a case for d Nution in a 
itself 


sentence of a competent court has been obtained in 


marriage. It would be 


case does not of destroy the marriage 
until the 
that behal! 


transported tor seven years 


Therefore we consider that if the wile of a convict 


marry during the seven year ind 
marriage are 


return, the children by the second 


ind so if the wife of a convict transported for more 


the convict 
legitimate 
ifter the expiration of seven years of 


than seven years, marry 


ibsence, and 
the convict return after the lapse of seven years 
We apprehend that where the 

ibsence of howsoever many years, he 


have children under such second marriage, and 
we think such 
children are illegitimate first 
husband returns after an 
may lawfully reclaim his wife, and that the children which she 
may have had during his absence, though by a marriage con 
tracted after an absence of seven years are illegitimate, that, 
in brief, the legitimacy of the children depends upon the return 
of the first husband. The wife of a convict may sue for divorce 
we apprehend, if she desire it The 9 Geo. IV, ¢ 
indeed exempts from the penalties of bigamy a man or a woman 
who shall marry again after a lapse of seven years during which 
the first husband has been absent and not known to be living, 
but this does not go so far as to enact that such second marriage 


shall be a valid one if the husband return 


31, s. 22 


Marriage 
\ lady being 
receiving 


A similar difficulty is propounded at p. 550 
Sentence of transportation, effect on marriage 
12 years separated from her husband, and 
assistance or communication from him, and finding him trans 
ported in 1840 for seven years and not in Australia, can he 
return and legally reclaim her, whether she be married or not? 
Subscriber.” “ The principle of the English law is that marriage 
is indissoluble, and it is remarked in Poynter's Eccles. Crts., 
p. 70, * that the best practical evidence of the general indissolu 
bility of the contract of marriage is perhaps to be found in the 
occasional permissions granted for the marriages of particular 
individuals, which permission can only be obtained under 
special circumstances, and by the concurrent vote and consent 
of the three branches of the legislature.” These permissions are 
in fact but suspensions of the law of the land, as observed in 
The Roman church seems 


never 


Morvan on Marriage, vol. 2, p. 216 


to consider no less than 19 causes as good grounds for divorce, 
amongst which * transportation for crime’ 1s But the 
English law does not so consider the matter. We think therefore 
in the case mentioned that if and when the husband returns 
from transportation, he may claim his wife. When his wife 


one 


can prove that she has not heard of him for seven years, and 
if she can prove that she was actually ignorant during all that 
period whether he was alive or not, she will not incur the 


penalties attending a second marriage, and should he after 
wards prove to be alive; but the first marriage will not never- 
theless be dissolved but, we apprehend, it supersedes the second 


4 strange misunderstanding between a reader and the editor 
came out in Practical Points in 1843. A query at p. 713 reads 
‘Year Books What are? In the book of Precedents of 
Examination just published by Knight and Co., at p. 282, is 
the following : * The service of the must be personal 
(Year Book, 1840, p. 77) Not being able to discover what 
the learned author meant by the * Year Book, 1840," I shall be 
greatly obliged by your informing me R.Y.S.” Practical 
Points proffered the information that “ The Year Books are 
reports of cases from the reign of Edward II inclusive to that 
of Henry VIII, taken by and 
published annually at the expense of the Crown. In the latter 
reign, they were discontinued and have been succeeded by the 
There are no current Year 
was the 20th year 


notice 


prothonotaries of the courts, 


present mode of giving the reports 
Books It should be probably 1480 
of Ed. IV 


A correspondent took the editor to task 


which 


at p. 731 for the 


’ 

lapse 

Gentlemen, On 
you 


What are 
occurred to me that 


seeing 
must 


“ Year Books, (1840), 
your answer to my query, it 
be under some misapprehension. |! aware of the Year 
Books you mention, and yet cannot discover what Mr. Gael 
means by quoting his authority at p. 262 book of 
Precedents of Examination that * the service of suspended orders 
must be personal. Year Book, 1840, p. 77... I cannot find in 
Burns’ Justice or Nolan's Poor Law any mention of suspended 
orders till 35 Geo. III, c. 101, and it appears from what Black 
stone says, Christ. ed. 1801, 359, * that until the time of Henry 
VIII, the poor subsisted entirely upon private benevolence.’ 
It appears therefore that as suspended orders were unknown 
till 1794, (35 Geo. ILD), it is I think evident that your conclusion 
that Mr. Gael meant to refer his readers to the Year Book of 
1480 must be erroneous. R.Y.S.” 

The editor explained: “ The reference to Mr 
ceived to be general, that is, as meaning to cite a decision as 
So we took him, for we had 


was 


of his 


Gael we con 


to service of notices generally 
never heard of Knight's book. But by two letters from two 
correspondents, H.H. and G.H., who have kindly taken the 
trouble to explain the matter, it appears that the Year Book 
referred to by Mr. Gael is a little work published by Knight 
and Co. in 1840, under the title of * The Unions and Parish 
Officers’ Year-Book for 1840." It was an odd misunderstanding 
of ours, but readers should cite books of original authority.’ 


An early example of a perennial interest in externals, appears 
im an inquiry at p. 615 of the volume for 1843 
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“ Court of Justice; Demeanour of Soldiers in. A troop of 
hussars are quartered in the town of A, and, an affray taking 
place between them and some of the inhabitants, the case came 
before the magistrates at a petty sessions, when the soldiers 
considered it against the usage of the service to keep their hats 
off except at the moment of being sworn. The magistrates 
wishing to have a proper respect paid in a court of justice, 
request to be informed rightly on the subject, and as it is under- 
stood the men are allowed to have their hats on at a court- 
martial, excepting when the oath is administered, it became a 
question whether they are likewise entitled to it in a court of 
justice; and as, from the want of evidence, the case will come 
on again Monday week, the favour of your opinion will be 
esteemed before that time. A Subscriber.” “ There is no law 
on the subject; and if a court or magistrates choose to direct 
that the caps be removed, they might legally be removed with 
But, as far as our experience has gone, 
because probably the soldier is 


the necessary force 
it is not usual to require it; 
bound to appear in uniform, and his cap or hat or helmet is 
part of his uniform. We think we have seen them, in the superior 
courts and in church even, wearing a kind of cap which fastened 


under the chin, and their helmets.” 


In 1844, verderers’ courts were still active and frequent. Here 


are the reports of two typical cases, at pp. 343 and 711 

* R. v. Jones and Verderers of the forest of Walton Forest 
law verderers’ license to hunt; writ De 
Libertatis Allocandis. This was a rule calling on the verderers 
of the forest of Walton to show cause why a mandamus should 
not issue to them, commanding them to enrol among the 
records of their court of attachment a license to hunt within 
the forest which had been granted to Edward Williams, esq., 
by the chief justice in eyre. The license after reciting that the 
chief justice in eyre was satisfied that Mr. Williams was an 
approver of game, and a fit and proper person to enjoy the 
privilege of hunting within the forest, proceeded to grant him 
that privilege, provided he took the license to be enrolled at 
the verderers’ court. Mr. Williams had accordingly tendered 
the license for enrolment to the verderers, but they had refused 
to enrol it at that time, on the ground that they were not satisfied 
that the applicant was a preserver of game.” After hearing 
much technical argument, the court granted a mandamus 


{ttorney-General v. Brown The clerk to the 
verderers of a royal forest, who has been appointed by the 
lord warden thereof, is the officer of the court of verderers, 
alone has custody of the books of attachment, and is bound to 
Where in an information by the 
forest, it 


mandamus; the 


court of 


produce them on their order 
Attorney-General for an encroachment on a 
becomes necessary to obtain the authority of the court for the 
production of the court books by the clerk, though the applica 
tion may be made without affidavits, on the viva voce suggestion 
of the Attorney-General, it is requisite that all those facts should 
be suggested which ought to be set forth in affidavits under 
The Case cXamines the constitution 
with exhaustive 


royal 


ordinary circumstances.” 


and jurisdiction of the verderers’ courts 


thoroughness 


The early volumes contain occasional references to a puzzling 
“ Tyburn tickets, * Practical 


286 


institution described as which 


Points ” explains at 1844, p 


“ Overseers; Tyburn tickets. At the annual special sessions 
for the appointment of overseers, AB claimed exemption from 
serving the office by virtue of an original Tyburn ticket, under 
10-11 Will. IIL, c. 23, made by CD for valuable consideration 
by deed dated April, 1818, which said CD has been dead 
some years. By s. 23 of 58 Geo. III, it is enacted that from and 
after the passing of this Act, no certificate which shall be granted 
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pursuant to the Act 10-11 Will. III, to any person, who shall 
apprehend and prosecute to conviction any person guilty of any 
of the felonies thereinbefore named, to discharge such person 
sO prosecuting from parish or ward offices, shall be assignable 
or transferable by the person to whom such certificate was 
originally granted, to any person or persons whomsoever, nor 
shall such certificate exempt or discharge from parish or ward 
offices any other person whomsoever than the person to whom 
the same was originally granted, the same recited Act, or any 
law, usage or custom to the contrary AB contended that 
inasmuch as the assignment was made before the passing of 
S8 Geo. III, c. 76, such an assignment was a vested interest 
in him during his life as assignee thereof. You will please to 
state whether the interest of AB in such ticket did not cease 
on the death of CD? And whether the 58 Geo. UI, c. 70, did 
not take away the claim for exemption from parish offices other 
than from the person to whom such ticket was originally granted ” 
A Subscriber.” “ The interest of AB in the ticket did not cease 
on the death of CD, nor does the 53 Geo. III, c. 70, s. 8, take 


away any interest created by any assignment made previously 


to it. 10-11 Wall. Il, c. 23, declares that the ticket may be 
once assigned and no more, and that the original proprietor 
w the assignee of the same, whosoever shall have the interest 
therein, shall be discharged from all parish offices. This means, 
we think, that the proprietor or assignee, whichever shall have 
the ticket, shall be discharged thereby for his own respective 
life. S58 Geo. IL, c. 70, s. 8, expressly confines its operation to 
transfers made from and after the passing of the Act.” It is 
fortunate for and students that such complex 


doctrines have long been obsolete 


practitioners 


The last chapter of the history of the stocks ts fully documented 
in the “ J.P Readers’ minds were continually exercised by the 


which they created Here are two samples of 


" from the volume of 1844 


problems 
“ Practical Points 
At p 204 “ Stocks : 
temporary confinement 
would be justified in 
committed to his custody, in the stocks for a short time 
An Old Subscriber 


whether legally usable as a place ol 
Please to advise whether the constable 
other 


and prisoners 


securing vagrants 


until 
them before 


he can take a magistrate 


* The authority for pursuing this that of 
Bridgeman, C.J., in Davies v. Lowden, Carter 29. He 
Stocks originally were not to punish but to keep men in hold 
as if a constable find a notorious felon and cannot bring him 
(that 


only course is 


Says 


presently to a justice; the stocks need no court is, the 
do not belong to a court for carrying out its judgment, as a 
pillory or tumbril) but arc, as it were But 
in these modern times, the practice is so entirely altered (stocks 


punishment, by 


a constable’s jail 
believe, mostly used by way of 
of statute law only) that 
a place of confinement merely. It would 


being, we 


authority hardly 


we think it will De 


safe to use them as 

be considered perhaps too harsh 
Another difficulty is mooted at p. 494 
* Stocks; reimstating 


in a parish were wilfully destroyed by some persons unknown 
to who 1s the party 


A short time since, the parish stocks 


ind I request you to give me an opinion a 
that 1s bound by law to replace or to put them in repair \ 
* The inhabitants of the parish, town, or vill are 
bound at common law to provide and 
indictable for their 


Subscriber 
the parties prima facie 
repair the stocks, and they are 
1. We say ‘prima facie, for in some few places 
Our correspondent 
spoken of by 


keep in 
neglect to do 
the onus rests on the lord of the manor 
reference to the place 


should inquire how, in 


him, the stocks have been heretofore provided and kept in 


repair 


continued.) 


(To he 
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UNSATISFACTORY TENANTS 


The report on unsatisfactory tenants by the Housing Manage- 
ment Sub-Committee of the Central Housing Advisory 
Committee is of interest not only to housing authorities but to 
local authorities generally as eviction by the housing authority 
may result in accommodation being needed in an institution or a 
children’s home. It is estimated that about 0°1 per cent. of 
tenants or some 2,500 families leave council houses in England 
and Wales each year as a result of a notice to quit Although 
this figure may seem to be small, it probably represents a con- 
siderable loss in rent and in time spent fruitlessly by housing 
officials. Eviction usually results in the family having to share 
accommodation often leading to overcrowding and sometimes 
to the family being divided with consequent detriment to the 
children Sometimes temporary accommodation is provided 
by the local welfare authorities which may weaken a family’s 
sense of obligation to help themselves and then, as another 
result, the children may be placed in a children’s home. It is 
shown in the report that if a family deteriorates to an extent 
that so endangers the security of family life as to lead eventually 
to homelessness, the problem is not only in the immediate 
present but one which, if no solution is found, may repeat itself 
im the next generation 


Local authorities more often evict a tenant because he owes 
rent than for any other reason. This is probably because they 
fear the effect on other tenants if they see that someone can 
refuse to pay rent with impunity. One or two authorities take 
steps to recover the arrears by means of a “default summons,” 
under which a court order is obtained for the payment of the 
arrears as a debt. This procedure has the advantage that the 
possession of the house is not affected, and the difficulties in 
regard to the collection of rent after the service of a notice to 
quit are avoided The committee think that this method has 
some advantages over the application for a suspended order for 
possession 
Tenants who show incompetence in their own 
affairs are the most difficult and sometimes seem to present a 
most intractable problem. They are therefore referred to at 
some length in the report. A family may have been known to be 
unsatisfactory before accepted as a tenant but it is the existence 


managing 


of children which has generally secured the house and it is for 
their sake that local authorities are often prepared to put up 
with the family. The committee believe that the preservation of 
a family as a unit is worth very great efforts for the sake of the 
children In dealing with the powers and duties of housing 
authorities it is pointed out that there are still some authorities 
who have not appointed a housing manager and it is on this 
official that The committee were 
satisfied that not only must the housing authority have staff 


much responsibility rests 
trained for this difficult work but the workers engaged upon it 
must be allowed to devote sufficient time to visiting unsatisfactory 
tenants and should not be overloaded by responsibility for too 
many difficult families. They were convinced that time spent by 
skilled staff on work which may avoid loss to the council and 
subsequent heavy cost to the community generally is wholly 
desirable expenditure he committee were not unmindful of 
the fact that the salary of a qualified worker may be less than the 
cost of keeping two children in a local authority home for a 
year. It is recommended, therefore, that housing authorities 
should ensure that at least one member of their staff is qualified 
by training and vocation to tackle the complex problem presented 
by difficult tenants; and that the work of the housing department 


should be so organized that these officials may employ their skill 
to the best effect 


The report then goes on to refer to the responsibilities of 
county councils and county borough councils under s. 21(1) (5) 
of the National Assistance Act, 1948, to provide temporary 
accommodation for certain persons and it is pointed out that 
under this power some provision has been made for persons who 
are evicted. An account is given of the various ways in which 
local authorities try to carry out rehabilitative work in their 
so-called “Part [Il accommodation,” often in conjunction with 
the voluntary as well as the other statutory services available 
This may take various forms: seeking a solution of personal 
difficulties, arranging the mother’s attendance at a recuperative 
centre, collecting and paying contributions towards the payment 
of rent arrears, arranging elementary training in the care of 
children, cooking and budgeting. A description is given of the 
provision by the London County Council of rehabilitation 
centres in houses where the families have separate accommodation 
and do their own housekeeping under the supervision of specially 
appointed officers 


The committee were informed that in an effort to avoid 
evictions and the possible need to take families into temporary 
accommodation or children into care, some county councils 
have invited housing authorities to make known at an early 
stage tenants likely to be evicted. In many cases the county 
council's officers have succeeded in securing sufficient improve- 
ment to enable the family to retain their tenancy. This arrange- 
ment is regarded as valuable by the County Councils’ Associa- 
tion and the committee believe that many district councils 
would welcome its introduction in those areas where it does not 
at present obtain 


Turning to the help which can be given by voluntary organi- 
zations it is shown that there are several which can assist local 
authorities in this difficult work. Detailed reference is made to 
the work of councils of social service, the N.S.P.C.C. and the 
Family Service Units. It seemed to the committee, however, 
that more could be done in co-ordination of effort as was 
suggested in a joint circular issued by the Home Office, the 
Ministry of Health and the Ministry of Education on July 31, 
1950. As a result of this circular many authorities have set up 
co-ordination committees to deal with children neglected in their 
own homes and to consider “* the needs of the family as a whole 
and decide “ how the local services could be best applied to 
meet those needs." The committee heard that many housing 
officers have found these committees helpful but in some cases 
housing departments are not represented on the committees and 
in others there seems to be a lack of active co-operation. The 
committee recommend that every housing department should be 


represented on the co-ordinating committee covering their area, 
though their representative would normally attend only when 


local cases were being considered 


The committee received much evidence that some form of 
“ family casework service “ is needed if effective help is to be 
brought to the type of family with whom the report deals. The 
committee think, however, that much can be done without the 
establishment of any new service by making full use of people 
now working within existing services who have a special aptitude 
for personal work of this kind. Housing authorities will be 
helped considerably by the inclusion in the report of examples of 
preventive action which has been taken in some parts of the 
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country. This includes the setting aside of a group of houses for 
unsatisfactory families and assistance with their decoration and 
furnishing; or the placing in a county borough of some re- 
conditioned houses at the disposal of the welfare services commit- 
tee and their use for housing families evicted by the housing 
committee. The committee were informed that county councils 
are increasingly prepared to make available to the district coun- 
cils the services of officers specially qualified to help with difficult 
families. In a few areas some health visitors specialize in dealing 
with difficult families 

On the type of provision which should be made by housing 
authorities for unsatisfactory tenants it is suggested that the best 
pian is the provision of a pool of houses intermediate in standard 
between new and up-to-date houses and those unfit for habitation 
It is thought that some houses retained temporarily in connexion 
with slum clearance schemes might be used for this purpose 

A general matter mentioned in the report is the power of 
housing authorities under s. 8 of the Housing Act, 1949, to sell 
or supply under a hire-purchase agreement, furniture to their 
tenants. The committee think more use might be made of this 
power, and repayment madewith the rent. Another point which is 
mentioned is the length of notice given to a family of an offer of 
a house. The National Council of Social Service suggested that 
a prospective tenant should be told as long as possible in ad- 
vance that he is likely to get a house, so that preparation can be 
made for expenditure on furniture, curtains and so on. Such a 
period might well offer a useful opportunity for advice and help 
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in connexion with the responsibilities of a new tenancy The 
committee agree that local authorities should give notice as long 
as possible in advance 


On the provision of intermediate accommodation, the com- 
mittee believe that the provision of somewhere for unsatis- 
factory families to live while the work of rehabilitation is carried 
out can best be made by the housing authorities. If they do so 
they will relieve the pressure on the more expensive Part ITI 
accommodation and the children’s homes. It is suggested that 
the authorities responsible for these may then agree that there 
is a case for helping the housing authorities not only with the 
work of rehabilitation but also with the cost of accommodating 
the unsatisfactory families and it is pointed out that the Minister 
of Housing and Local Government is prepared to consider 
applications by county councils to make payments under s. 126 
of the Local Government Act, 1948, accordingly. In conclusion, 
it is stated that throughout their inquiry the committee con- 
sidered the problem on humanitarian grounds but they also 
believe that the recommendations they have made will save 
money. It is emphasized that more intangible long-term gains 
are likely to result from the re-establishment of a family, as a 
responsible unit, particularly in the health—mental as well as 
physical—of the children. The committee feel that this financial 
saving to the community should not be overlooked when local 
authorities come to consider how much they should spend in 
the provision of houses for unsatisfactory families and salaries 
of social workers who will undertake their rehabilitation. 


SUPERANNUATION FUNDS 


By J. E. SIDDALL, LL.M., D.P.A. 


In the J.P. and L.G.R. for August 13, 1955, I drew attention 
to the difficult position of local authority finance in a period of 
inflation and referred, amongst other matters, to the dual effect 
on superannuation funds, not merely of the fall in purchasing 
power of the £ generally, but the depreciating price of trustee 
stocks, since the end of the war. 

In ‘* Talking Points” of August 27, 1955, trustee investments 
are dealt with again, including the refusal of the Government to 
widen the list, and also the special position occupied by local 
authority superannuation and other funds. The difficulty arising 
cannot be over-emphasized, particularly when it is appreciated 
that pensions are fundamentally based upon a proportion of 
earnings obtained immediately before retirement. If, therefore, 
earnings show a constant tendency to increase, the superannua- 
tion fund must reflect actuarial deficiencies; these will have to 
be made good out of the rate fund. Again, unless there are ad- 
ditions to be made beyond the existing liability therefor, pensions 
previously deemed adequate will, owing to depreciated purchas- 
ing power, become inadequate. This, too, will be reflected in a 
further drain upon the fund, and yet, if the theory is maintained 
that superannuation is designed to secure adequate remunera- 
tion in old age, further payments, as under earlier Acts, will be 
urged 

It seems, however, an opportune time for further thought on 
the problem. So many conditions have changed. Thus the present 
compulsory national insurance provides for a small pension and 
is universal. There was not this in 1922. Also there was then a 
pool of unemployment, whereas today encouragement is given 
to remain in employment and to employ the older man and 
woman. Again, industry has entered the field very widely, 
through the medium of insurance policies. In this latter develop- 
ment ought local authorities to be allowed freedom ? The big 


insurance companies have diversified investments and tremendous 
funds. They can invest as they think best. The superannuation 
rules are now very complicated and transfers between local 
authorities, ‘‘ freezing *’ when a person goes abroad, re-entering 
the service, etc., all involve much work, and must result in the 
employment throughout the whole service of many local govern- 
ment officers. In these changed circumstances, and allowing that 
any provision for old age should only be supplementary to the 
national provision, could there not be considered the possibility 
of substituting for the normal form of pension provision by means 
of a policy ? It might make for greater mobility, save staff, and 
at the same time give at any rate as great protection, possibly 
greater, to the local government officer and his dependants. It 
could perhaps tend to stabilize the superannuation fund, or at 
any rate limit contributions to 6 per cent., and also not discourage 
the man of 65 from continuing to work. There are very few 
subjects on which the last word has been said, and local govern- 
ment has always prided itself upon its adaptability to changing 
circumstances. 
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MISCELLANEOUS 


NEW BOARDING-OUT REGULATIONS 
The Boarding-Out of Children Regulations, 1955 (S.1. No. 1377), 
relating to the boarding of children with foster parents by local 
authorities and by voluntary organizations, will come into operation 
on January 1, next. We are publishing an article on the regulations 
shortly. 


CITY AND COUNTY OF NEWCASTLE UPON TYNE 
CHIEF CONSTABLE’S REPORT FOR 1954 

With an authorized establishment of 487 men and 22 women, this 
force ended the year with vacancies for 30 men and two women 
During the year, out of 177 male applicants 42 were interviewed 
and only 15 appointed and one woman applicant out of 55 was 
interviewed and was appointed. The force has an establishment of 
10 cadets, and at the end of 1954 there were nine on the strength 

The housing situation is not wholly satisfactory. The report states 
that there are 56 applications for police accommodation. Substantial 
personal expense is incurred by members of the force living outside 
the city and certain tours of duty involve travelling difficulties. Other 
constables nave to live in lodgings or to share inferior accommodation 
involving various domestic difficulties. Such a state of affairs must 
make it difficult not only to recruit new constables but also to retain 
those already in the force 

The total number of indictable offences recorded by police during 
1954 was 3,949, less than any year since 1950 when the total was 
3,595. For these 3,949 offences 1,072 persons (including 305 juveniles) 
appeared before the court. Nine hundred and twenty-six were dealt 
with summarily and 146 were committed for trial at Assizes or quarter 
sessions. Such figures emphasize the importance of the magistrates’ 
courts in these days, end make it clear how necessary it is for the 
work of those courts to be well done. 

For non-indictable offences 4,316 persons were prosecuted, an 
increase of 511 on the total for 1953. The total of 4,316 included 
1,314 persons whose offence was one of drunkenness, with or without 


aggravations. Road traffic offenders of various kinds also contributed 


largely to the total. The report includes a table showing the total 
number of persons convicted of offences of drunkenness for the years 
1920 to 1954 inclusive. The highest total was 2,357 in 1920 and 
since then the figures have fluctuated considerably. Between 1942 
and 1947 they were consistently low, with a record of 257 in 1946. 
In 1949 they were 989, but in 1950 they jumped to 1,513 and have 
remained at that sort of level since. It is dangerous to draw conclusions 
without full knowledge of all relevant factors, but it seems reasonable 
to suppose that these figures do indicate that since 1950 there has 
been more moncy available to be spent on liquor. 

Street accidents, as seems to be the general experience, showed an 
increase on the previous year. The total for 1954 was 2,006, and 
that for 1953 was 1,891. Of the 2,006, only three occurred on roads 
not subject to the 30 miles per hour speed limit. The report records 
that a study of accident reports shows that in accidents for which 
drivers were considered to be responsible the greatest increases were 
due to careless driving, lack of attention to other traffic, not taking 
proper care when emerg:ng from a side street (this is, we would say, 
a form of careless driving), animals (mostly dogs) on the road and 
travelling too close to the vehicle in front. Pedestrians caused an 
increased number of accidents because of children running into the 
the road and of other pedestrians leaving the footpath without due 
care, i.¢., walking without due care and attention or without reason- 
able consideration for other persons using the road. A voluntary 
body in the city has started a “ safe drivers’ association.” The object 
is to improve the standard of driving of its members by training 
based upon police driving technique. It is stated that the police have 
given all the help they can, and that the scheme has aroused national 
interest and that similar associations are being formed in other areas 
Although it is possible that, quite apart from the objects of these 
associations, some who organize them will derive great satisfaction 
from having formed yet another association it seems likely that the 
members, by pooling their ideas and by receiving good instructions, 
may become better drivers 


ESSEX PROBATION REPORT 

The growth of the work of the probation service in Essex is a feature 
of the report of Mr. S. R. Eshelby, principal probation officer for the 
county. Since 1946 the population of the area has increased by nearly 
200,000 and the number of cases supervised by probation officers has 
risen in even greater proportion. On December 31, 1947, there were 
786 cases on probation or under supervision or after-care; on Decem- 
ber 31, 1954, the corresponding figure was 1,384. The number of 
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probation officers employed by the committee had increased from 19 
in 1947 to 30 in 1954. In view of the continuing increase of the work 
the probation committee has reviewed the staffing arrangements 
generally. 

The proposals to provide court accommodation in the new towns 
raised the question of whether provision should also be made in 
court buildings for probation offices. The committee considered the 
matter carefully and decided that, as a matter of policy, probation 
centres should be situated away from court houses and police stations, 
but that in each court house one room should be set aside for use of 
probation officers as a room for interviewing persons appearing be- 
fore the court. Accordingly, tentative arrangements have been made 
to rent premises, separate from the court house, for use as probation 
offices in the new towns of Harlow and Basildon when office accom- 
modation in each town centre becomes available. 

Mr. Eshelby has some interesting reflexions on case work, old 
style and new. In the old days, he says, the probation officer’s approach 
to human problems was everyday and commonsense, he tended to 
assume, as a court of law must, that all men are rational and are 
prompted in their acts by rational motives. His appeal was, therefore, 
to reason and commonsense. In these days, he goes on, the material 
aspect of a case sinks very much into the background. Similarly, the 
probation officer's values regarding his exercising discipline have changed 
considerably. “ There is, however, an increasing recognition that the 
irrational elements in thinking and in feelings that people experience, 
influence conduct more than we are sometimes willing to admit. There is 
of course controversy about the degree and significance of man’s irration- 
ality, but this does not concern the probation officer who, having 
accepted the fact that conduct is very largely influenced by feelings 
and thoughts detached from, or out of tune with, the rational part of 
his being, seeks to influence conduct at its springs as well as in its 
manifestations. He is, therefore, at pains to learn the early history of a 
probationer, to trace his pattern of conduct, seeking all the time for 
the influences which moulded him and which still have a powerful 
effect on his conduct.” 

In Essex, as in some other areas, staff conferences take place periodi- 
cally. In Essex the pattern of such conferences is for members in turn 
to present a current case for discussion by outlining the history and 
progress to date. It is felt that the ensuing discussion, though centred 
upon a particular case, not only helps the officer concerned, but also 
has its educative effect upon all the officers taking part. 


CORNWALL PROBATION REPORT 


Mr. F. A. Terry, in his first report after his appointment as senior 
probation officer to the Cornwall combined area, refers to a 
reallocation of areas made by the committee at his suggestion. 
He recognizes that such changes have some disadvantages as well 
as advantages. 

As a result of the changes there has inevitably been some disruption 
of the normal relationship between probation officer and probationer 
There has also been a need for magistrates and clerks in certain areas 
to be deprived of the services of officers who have been attached 
to their courts for many years and with whom the happiest relation- 
ship existed and in their place to accept new faces and new methods. 
However, the adjustments in the county were completed in practically 
all petty sessional divisions without serious difficulties arising. 
Improvements have been effected in office accommodation which ts 
now generally, though not everywhere, adequate and suitably placed 

The suggestion is made that the committee might consider the 
establishment of a county probation officers’ fund under the auspices 
of the committee, because despite the provisions of the welfare state 
there are still many circumstances under which statutory financial 
aid is not immediately forthcoming, and probation officers have 
sometimes met expenses out of their own pockets. The report states 
that in Cornwall there are no court poor-box funds such as exist 
in many other areas and which are usually available to the probation 
officer. 

During 1954 the chairman and deputy chairmen of quarter sessions 
approved a procedure which allows them to receive periodical 
progress reports on each of the probationers under supervision 
The officers have been much encouraged during recent years by 
the increased use of the probation system at the higher courts, and 
the acceptance of the Probation Officers’ Social Report. Probation 
cases at the higher courts have completed satisfactorily in 76 per 
cent. of the total. This is not far behind the percentage of successful 
completions in the magistrates’ courts, which was 80 per cent. 

Prison aftercare is generally difficult work, and local conditions 
may add to the difficulty. Mr. Terry says: “ In the small communities, 
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typical of the county, feeling often runs against the man and hinders 
his absorption into the life of the village or town. So much depends 
in this work on employment being available within days of him 
being discharged, and in this connexion your officers would like to 
express their thanks and appreciation to the officers of the Ministry 
of Labour and the National Assistance Board, who co-operate so 
cheerfully—and to such purpose—both before and after the man’s 
discharge. Without the sympathetic employer, however, prepared 
to give a man the chance to prove himself, no success could attend 
this work and your officers desire to record their thanks to employers 
for their valuable co-operation in dealing with the ex-prisoner.” 
Matrimonial cases have increased. The report states: “An 
examination of the 1954 figures will reveal that there has been an 
increase in the number of direct referrals, and in referrals from other 
social agencies, whilst there has been a corresponding decrease in 
the numbers referred by the courts and the clerks, the ratio for 1954 
being 73 per cent.—27 per cent. This may be taken as an indication 
that the probation officer is being increasingly accepted by the com- 
munity and by his colleagues in other social voluntary and statutory 
agencies as an advisor and conciliator The figures tend to show 


that more parties are now seeking or being recommended to seek 
the help which the probation service can offer before taking their 
disputes to the courts and in this connexion it is necessary to emphasize 
that your probation officers are careful to explain to the parties that 
their approach to the probation officer in no way jeopardizes their 
right to make to the magistrates whatever application they please, 
notwithstanding the advice of the probation officer.” 


DORSET WEIGHTS AND MEASURES REPORT 

Mr. W. Roger Breed, chief inspector to the Dorset county council, 
has strong views about present-day counter scales, and the way in 
which they can be used to the advantage of the seller and to the dis- 
advantage of the purchaser. He expresses his opinions in some length 
in his annual report, but he makes it clear that it is only a minority 
of traders who resort to questionable practices. 

Under the heading “ The grocers’, greengrocers’ and butchers’ 
friend—The price computing scale is the housewives’ worst enemy 
today” he writes: “* The grocers’, greengrocers’ and butchers’ best friend 

the price computing counter weighing machine—is, without doubt, 
the housewives’ worst enemy today! But don’t blame the shopkeeper 
for this. The scale the housewife wants to see in use has still to be made 
but it can and will be made if she demands it. It will show her, almost 
instantaneously and without effort on her part, the weight, the price 
per pound, and the total price of the article she is buying. The shop- 
keeper can already buy a scale which will give him all this information 
but it is a * one sided affair * and all the customer sees is the weight of 
her purchase. 

“ It has been said recently by responsible officers in the weights and 
measures service that overcharging is the new method of defrauding 
the public. For the minority of shopkeepers who practise this form of 
deceit (and there undoubtedly are some) the modern counter scale 
with its self-indicating weight record and its price computing chart 
which many housewives of mature experience in the art of shopping 
still view with grave suspicion—must be regarded as a staunch and 
reliable friend. Fifty years ago shopping for the family’s consumable 
needs was a pleasant and often leisurely occupation which, in so far as 
goods bought by weight was concerned, gave an equal chance to both 
buyer and seller of seeing the weight charged for and a reasonable 
opportunity of determining if the total price charged was in fact correct 

* Since the introduction of the combined weight and price comput- 
ing scales for counter use in the year 1906 the fundamental design of 
these scales has changed but little. More elaborate ornamentation, a 
greater use of porcelain, more white enamel and chromium, more 
magnifying lenses, more speedy weighing—in fact, more everything 
for the shopkeeper and much less for the buyer. Less time in which to 
see the weight indication, less time in which to check on the total price 
charged and often less weight (or would it be kinder to follow the lines 
of the salesman of these machines and say a greater degree of accuracy 
in favour of the seller?) . We must face the fact that sale by price is 
the overweaning tendency of this modern age and we must also face 
the fact that, unless the design of self-indicating weighing machines is 
altered to give an equal chance to both buyer and seller, the purchaser 
will lose every time to the sharp practice of any unscrupulous trader 

The answer is readily available, scale manufacturers must be 
persuaded, either by public opinion or by the Board of Trade, to 
devote their minds and technical skill to the production of a counter 
scale which will provide equal facilities for the buyer as for the seller.” 

Mr. Breed suggests that the dice are heavily loaded against the 
housewife, who cannot compete with the shopkeeper whose scales 
incorporate instantaneous ready-reckoner covering price reckonings 
ranging from Is. to Ss. per pound. The seller sees the total price and 
weight at the same moment as the buyer sees the total weight only 

How complicated some of the modern machines are is illustrated by 
the statement that in one type of machine there are no less than 
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35,280 different total price indications and 640 weight divisions 
Nevertheless, urges Mr. Breed, good as this machine is, what is 
wanted is an outcry from housewives for fair play when buying by 
weight, with the same facilities on the buyers’ side of the scale as on 
the sellers’. 

Although it is made clear that no reflexion on the majority of traders 
is intended, it will be surprising if this report fails to provoke some 
kind of reply from traders or other interested persons. 

For the rest, it can be said that the report discloses a satisfactory 
state of affairs. Of 53,455 articles of food checked, only 820 were 
deficient of their purported weight. It having been found that in some 
cafés, bread with butter substitutes were being served as bread and 
butter, a warning was issued to all cafés, and apparently there has been 
no further cause of complaint, all test purchases having proved 
correct. 

In view of recent events a question of storage of explosives assumes 
particular importance. Dealing with this the report says, “* As these 
buildings are at legally enforceable distances from road, railways and 
places of habitation the problem of their security from unlawful entry 
is of high priority. Within a period of three months one such store, 
which ts the supply base for all explosives used in a particular stone 
quarrying industry of the county, was forcibly and illegally entered on 
two occasions. With the assistance of the Home Office and with the advice 
of several firms who specialize in burglar alarm systems it is hoped 
that the precautions now taken by the owner will lead to the immediate 
detection and apprehension of any further intruders.” 

The department has interested itself not only in the weight of coal 
but also in its quality, with a view to the detection of incorrect trade 
lescriptions. Samples have been analysed at considerable expense, 
but it has now been arranged for analyses to be undertaken for a 
modest fee by the Manchester Chamber of Trade testing house and 
laboratory 


LEEDS PROBATION REPORT 


Both the probation committee and the case committee for the 
city of Leeds are active, as is shown by the report of the probation 
committee for the year 1954. They held 21 and 20 meetings respectively 
A continued decrease in case loads has enabled the probation officers 
to devote more time and attention to individual cases, in particular 
to matrimonial cases in which they have felt that their work was 
not entirely satisfactory The decrease has also made it possible 
for the officers to be available for the wider work which the courts 
may require. Greater use can now be made of the services of probation 
officers before sentence is passed by providing a report for the court 
as to the background and circumstances of an accused. It is noted 
that in only a few cases were probationers ordered to pay compensation 
or damages, and the probation committee suggests that more use 
might be made of the power to make such orders. “ No small part 
of the lesson to be learned by offenders should be that an injured 
party should not be at a loss as a result of the offender's wrong-doing 
Society may welcome probation as a means of reformation but it is 
just as interested in recompense being made by an offender.” 

In the report of Mr. G. W. Appleyard, the principal probation 
officer, it is stated that there has been a decrease in the number of 
probationers, particularly among juveniles, so that for the first time 
there were more adults than juveniles on probation. Another decrease 
recorded is that in matrimonial work. The number of cases in 1954 
was 614, against 728 in 1953, and 772 in 1952. Mr. Appleyard thinks 
that if these figures are considered in conjunction with those referring 
to juvenile crime, it may be inferred that there is a greater tendency 
to stability in home life which should have a beneficial effect on the 
life of the community in the future 

Two officers have continued to act as liaison officers for 
Bradford and Sheffield at the Leeds Assizes; in that capacity 
conducting a large number of inquiries in criminal proceedings, they 
have also been asked to conduct inquiries regarding the custody of 
children in divorce actions, a service which is extended to cases heard 
in the Leeds county court 

The importance of social reports being received by a court before 
its decision on sentence or treatment is arrived at is emphasized 
Mr. Appleyard states his views about the way in which a probation 
officer should approach the task of preparing such reports and what 
they should contain. He has evidently thought a great deal about 
this and this insight into his methods has no doubt proved of interest 
and value to the magistrates he serves, as indeed, it might to a wider 
circle. He recognizes that it is no part of an officer's duty to make 
a decision on behalf of the court and therefore the fi.cts should be 
presented clearly and fully The aim of the probation officer, he 
says, is to produce an honest report, which places all the available 
facts before the court, so that the court is able to pronounce a sentence 
which is a studied decision, which is just in itself, and has the effect 
of protecting society whilst aiming at the rehabilitation of the 
offender 
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At the request of one of the magist Lincoln 
inquiry was made into the comparative value of one- or 
probation orders The inquiry reters only to boys of between cight 
to 17 years and the case load of one officer, but the result is interesting 
The figures show that where two-year orders have been made only 
seven per cent. have been recharged subsequent to the completion of the 
probation period, whereas 30 per cent. have been recharged after 
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On probation generally, Mr 
three objects, deterrence, retribution and reformation 
to doubt the reference to retribution a would prefer to substitute 
- restuituuon 7 However, the ceterre nt ind retormative ispects 0 
probation matter much more than any question of retribution 

On after-care, there is the now familiar plea for it to begin before 
the release of the offender. Mr. Simpson goes all the way when he 
that to be really effective, after-care should start immediately 
after sentence. He adds: “It is well known that in many cases of 
the adult offender the punishment ts increased when he is discharged 
He is often ostracized from society and the possibility of obtaining 
employment, either in a trade for which he has been trained during 
his sentence or to return to his old profession, is almost impossible 
The combined committee have agreed that, in certain cases, and wit 
due regard to public finance, it is advisable that plans for the future 
of some offenders should be made early; that a probation officer 
may visit the person while he is serving his sentence that he may 
know if he has a friend who is willing to assist and befriend him on 
his release 

The importance of suitable office accommodation for probation 
officers is not always realized. There is more in it than the comfort 
and convenience of the officers themselves. This report, after stating 
that adequate offices and reporting centres have now been established 
throughout the county, goes on: “A dull and miserable atmosphere 
is not helpful in interviewing people who come for help and guidance 
This is particularly noticeable in the work of matrimonial reconcilia- 
It is essential that the right atmosphere should be established.” 
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PROSECUTIONS UNDER ss. Il AND 
HOUSING REPAIRS AND RENTS ACT, 1954 
Rochdale borough magistrates recently had occasion to consider 
the provisions of this Act when two owners of lodging houses appeared 

before them the same day 
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APPOINTMENTS 


Mr. William Ogden Hart, C.M.G., has been unanimously 
recommended by the general purposes committee of London County 
Council, to succeed Sir Howard Roberts, C.B.E., D.L., as clerk of the 
council. Sir Howard is retiring on January 2, 1956. Mr. Hart is at 
present general manager of Hemel Hempstead, Herts., development 
corporation 


Mr. Derek B. Charlick, senior solicitor for the county borough of 
Oldham, Lancs., has been appointed deputy town clerk of Crewe, 
Cheshire, in succession to Mr. Walter Holt, who has been appointed 
town clerk of Luton, Beds 


Mr. Thomas Foord, LL.B., A.C.i.S., L.A.M.T.P.L., senior assistant 
solicitor for the county borough of Bournemouth, has been appointed 
deputy town clerk of the county borough of Gloucester. Mr. Foord 
was previously employed with Salford, Lancs., Epsom and Ewell, 
Surrey, and Birmingham corporations 


Mr. J. Head, assistant solicitor to Romford, Essex, borough council 
since 1952, has been appointed deputy town clerk of that authority 
Mr. Head succeeds Mr. J. E. Symons, who has been appointed town 
clerk of the borough. 


Mr. Malcolm Burgess has been appointed assistant solicitor for the 
borough of Epsom and Ewell, Surrey, and he will take up his duties 
on November 7, next. Mr. Burgess is at the moment an assistant 
solicitor to Wimbledon corporation and prior to holding this post he 
filled the post of legal assistant to Barnes corporation, both in the 
county of Surrey. The post of assistant solicitor has been rendered 
vacant by the promotion of Mr. Douglas R. Grimes, LL.B., to the 
post of deputy town clerk in the town clerk's office. Mr. Grimes has 
held the post of assistant solicitor since 1950. 


Mr. Edward Lionel Reussner Rix has been appointed part-time 
clerk to the justices for Ashford, Kent, petty sessional division, with 
effect from January |, 1956. Mr. Rix, who is a solicitor, will succeed 
Mr. A. 8. Richardson, M.B.E., who has been the clerk to the justices 
since 1928. 


Mr. Montague Bernard Kingsford has been appointed part-time 
clerk to the justices of Wingham and Sandwich, Kent, petty sessional 
division, with effect from December 9, 1955. Mr. Kingsford, who is 
a solicitor, will succeed his father, Mr. Gerald M. Kingsford, who has 
been the clerk to the justices since 1943. 


Mr. Neil Galbraith, assistant chief constable of Monmouthshire, has 
been appointed chief constable of Leicester, succeeding Mr. O. J. B 
Cole, when he retires in December, having reached the age limit. For 
14 years Mr. Galbraith was in the Lancashire constabulary rising to 
the rank of inspector and then for five years he was chief superintendent 
in Hertfordshire constabulary. For the past 44 years he has been 
assistant chief constable in the Monmouthshire constabulary 


THE FAT OF 


By accident or design, two items appeared, in a recent issue 
of The Daily Telegraph, in adjacent columns. The first, headed 


MODERN WIVES IGNORANT OF VALUE OF FAT 


BUTCHER'S VIEW 


write-up " on the high nutritive content of the fatty 
portions of the family joint, their indispensability to a healthful 
diet, and the unwisdom of housewives who discard them before 
cooking or (worse still) insist on having them trimmed off before 
their purchases are weighed and priced in the shop These 
expert opinions, coming from so unimpeachable a source, are 
not lightly to be disregarded, and it is to be hoped they will be 
taken to heart by those who minister to the inner man. Mr 
and Mrs. Jack Spratt, two characters to whom we were intro- 
duced quite early in life, provide a shining example of the 
manner in which the butchers’ disinterested advice can be taken 
without any risk of domestic harmony being disturbed 


was a 


The adjacent item was a despatch from the newspaper's own 
correspondent in New York. The headlines read 


Mr. L. J. W. Penegar, Miss B. H. Howden, Miss D. M. Fletcher and 
Miss D. D. Adams have been appointed whole-time probation officers 
in the London probation service. Prior to her new appointment, Miss 
Fletcher served for several years as a whole time probation officer in 
Surrey, following Home Office training. Mr. Penegar, Miss Howden 
and Miss Adams have just completed training under the Home Office 
scheme 

Miss Katherine Parker has been appointed woman probation officer 
to fill the vacancy caused by the resignation of Miss Fletcher, see 
above. Miss Parker comes from East Ham, where she was appointed 
in 1950. 


RETIREMENTS 

Fillmore, the town clerk of Warwick, has retired 
owing to ill-health. Mr. Fillmore has been town clerk for the past 
23 ‘years Mr. Fillmore was admitted in 1927, and became 
legal assistant to the then town clerk of Worcester, to whom he had 
been articled. From there he went to Bury, Lancashire, as deputy 
town clerk and then to Warwick in 1932. He was superintendent 
registrar for Warwick and Leamington. 

Mr. G. H. Cook, chief constable of Sunderland, Co. Durham, 1s 
retiring this month. Mr. Cook, who is 66, joined the force 42 years 
ago. He should have retired last October, but was granted one year’s 
extension. He was presented with the Queen's Police Medal early 
this year for “* outstanding service.” 

Superintendent F. J. Harris has now retired from the Oxfordshire 
constabulary, and has been succeeded by Superintendent Brown. A 
prior notice of Supt. Harris’ retirement was given in our issue of 
June 18, last 


BOOKS AND PAPERS RECEIVED 


Central Office of Informa- 
H.M. Stationery Office, 


Mr. H.C. F. M 


Town and Country Planning in Britain 
tion Reference Pamphiet No. 9. London 
price Is. 6d. net. 

Wear and Tees River Board. 
ended March 31, 1955. Obtainable from 
Clerk and Chief Financial Officer, “ Greencroft East,” 
Road, Darlington. 

Report on Local Government in British Guiana. By A. H. Marshall. 
Obtainable from: The Colonial Office, Sanctuary Buildings, Great 
Smith Street, S.W.1. No price stated. 


The next court of quarter sessions for the borough of Bridgwater, 
Somt., will be held on Friday, October 21, 1955, at the Court House, 
Northgate, Bridgwater, commencing at 10.30 a.m 


Fifth Annual Report, for the year 
Mr. J. E. Laven, F.1.M.T.A.., 
Coniscliffe 


THE LAND 


WIFE'S FATI 


IN BALANCI 


WEIGHT REDUCING TO AVOID DIVORCI 


This story concerned a Mrs. Lillian Korzen, of Chicago, whose 
husband is suing her for divorce on the ground of cruelty 
Much has been made, in the petitioner's evidence, of the 
respondent's weight at the commencement of the proceedings 
13 stone 8 lb.; but our knowledge of the matrimonial law 
of the State of Illinois is not (we admit it with shame) sufficient 
to enable us to determine whether this was one of the counts in 
the original charge of cruelty or disclosed in the form of Further 
and Better Particulars, or whether the petitioner's strictures on 
this matter are merely an application of the principle that you 
can have too much of a good thing. However that may be, 
this 190 /b. of splendid womanhood weighs heavily on bed 
and board, for at an early stage of the proceedings—last May 
the husband offered to discontinue the suit if she would reduce 
her weight to 9 stone 1 l/h. by September 27. Accepting the 
implications of an offer that might be described, over here, as 
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collusion in reverse, the learned Judge then adjourned the 
hearing and approved a diet to which the respondent undertook 
to adhere. We are not told whether the details were indorsed 
on counsels’ briefs, and whether the penalty for infringement 
was to be in personam, by way of attachment, or in rem, by 
detachment a vinculo conjugii 


At any rate, the case was duly restored to the list, and on 
the appointed day the hearing was resumed. The maxim /alsa 
demonstratio non nocet seems not to be accepted by the law 
of Illinois, for the petitioner's counsel produced a weighing- 
machine and insisted on a practical test in open court. The 
respondent turned the scale at 10 stone 5 /b.—18 /b. above the 
stipulated figure. What was to be done? The learned Judge 
who presided at the earlier hearing being engaged elsewhere, 
his substitute took the revolutionary view that the interests of 
the children of the marriage were more important than the 
avoirdupois of either party. “* What is this?” he acidly com 
mented, ““a Marquess of Queensberry contest or a divorce case?’ 
Adjourning the hearing for a further three weeks, he intimated 
that, at the expiration of that period, regardless of the 


respondent's poundage, he would weigh the issue on the scales 


of justice. And there, until “ time ™ ts called again, the matter 
rests 

This episode provides much food for thought. It cannot be 
denied that the petitioner’s viewpoint is supported, if not by 
rate by modern taste and pre- 

male is a highly 
were accepted standards of 
as evidenced by the works 


current Iegal theory, at any 
dilection The twentieth-century 
inimal, and the that 

feminine beauty in the baroque age 
of Titian and Veronese, Rubens and Jordaens 
If the lighter newspapers and the women’s magazines 


selective 


contours 


no longer please 
today 
are an accurate criterion, every pound of flesh is of more vital 
consequence in the art of getting—and keeping 
it was to Shylock in the art of getting rid of a business rival 
The cult of slimming ts, in the nature of things, practised more 
women than by men, though the latter have 
ever before them the awful warning of Daniel Lambert, the 
cighteenth-century keeper of Leicester Gaol At the age of 
23 his weight was 32 stone; though he led an active and athletic 
life it had risen, by the time of his death in 1809, to 52} stone 
close upon 750 /b. His waistcoat, still preserved at King’s 
Lynn, measures 102 in. round the waist. Such a prodigy makes 
Mrs. Korzen, with her 190 /+., a mere bantam in the contest 


Attendant, however, upon the present craze for 
reducing, there are risks which cannot be ignored 
us who were brought up on Dr. Hoffman's Struwelpeter cannot 
fail to remember the appalling story of Augustus Who Would 
Not Have Any Soup. It all began, as the vividly coloured 
illustrations showed, with the fateful day when that “ plump 
and hearty, healthy boy “ took it into his head to refuse what 
was put before him 


a husband than 


assiduously by 


weight 
Those of 


“ Not any soup for me, I say! 
O take the nasty soup away! 
I won't have any soup today! 


Never was retribution swifter or more calamitous. Relentiessly 
the illustrations depict the frightful sequel: anticipating the 
strip-cartoon technique, they show the wretched child getting 
daily thinner and weaker. The tragic finality of the last line 


“* And on the fifth day he was dead ™ 


is emphasized by a picture showing the victim's tomb, embellished 
with an outsize soup-tureen in yellow ferra cotta Perhaps 
Mrs. Korzen was frightened with too much Struwelpeter in her 
early youth, and has been left with a psychological trauma 
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Talk of Augustus leads, by natural association of ideas, to 
Julius Caesar, who seems to have started the theory that 
plumpness goes with political orthodoxy—and conversely 


“ Let me have men about me that are fat 
Sleek-headed men, and such as sleep o’nights 
Yon Cassius hath a lean and hungry look; 

He thinks too much; such men are dangerous 


To be politically unorthodox, in the United States today, is to 
court legal persecution, social ostracism and economic disaster 
Anybody might be excused a reluctance to exhibit the 
Lombrosian stigmata of ideological nonconformity 


Any confusion in the reader's mind arising from the juxta 
position of the two news-items with which we began can be 
avoided only by a careful observance of the dictionary-principle 
Obesity makes its victims self-conscious, and they will resort 
to all kinds of periphrases and euphemisms to describe their 


condition. W. S. Gilbert has observed 


“ Upon my word, it seems to m 
Unpardonable vanity 
And worse than that 
To call your fat 
An adipose deposit.” 


Truth 


disastrous 


Wells's story, 7/ fhout Pyecraft, the result 


was 


In H. G 
of ambiguity 
rolling front of chins and abdomina ” 


Pyecraft——“‘a great 
Club Bore 
who guzzled enormous meals and, at the same time, talked of 
Someone found 


positively 
was the 
nothing but “ how to get his weight down.’ 
him an oriental recipe for the purpose, which proved only too 
successful. Pyecraft ceased to attend the club; and the acquaint 
ance who called at his rooms discovered him, somewhere up 
against the ceiling, floating like a captive balloon. What he 
had needed was reduction of fat he had talked of 
“loss of weight,” and that was precisely what he had achieved 
Only by wearing underclothing and 
soled shoes was the poor wretch able to return to normal life 


what was 


lead-embroidered lead 
the consternation of his acquaintances when he reappeared at 
the club, in his customary place, cating his customary gigantic 
meals, as bulky and as talkative as before, is the satirical cul 
mination of the story. Mrs. Korzen’s family and friends, when 
she comes through her ordeal at last, will be more fortunate 
but none of them will, for some time to come, be able to pass 
the local butcher's shop without a reminiscent shudder 


ALP 


In adult days as child-hood 
We're bounden fast and firm 
By on one hand vacation 
And on the other—Trram 
LPa 


Do you happen to remember those ancient cases which say 

That it’s quite impossible to travel from London to Rome in a day 

And do you suppose that they will be quoted again soon 

About the enforceability of contracts to travel to and from the Moon 
J.P 


Pity the poor pupil who in his very first case 
Has to face 
For a fee which is decidedly base 
4 point which the textbook writers blithely say 
Hasn't been decided to this day 
And might go either way 


We meet initials every day 

Our latest is the LT.A 

Which though a well-established fact 
Might well be taken for an Act 


Instructions showing a touch of sport 
“ Counsel will laugh this out of Court.’ 
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PRACTICAL POINTS 


All questions for consideration should be addressed to ** The Publishers of the Justice of the Peace and Local Government Review, Little Leadon, 


Chichester, Sussex.”’ 


The questions of yearly and half-yearly subscribers only are answerable in the Journal. The name and address of the subscriber 


must accompany each communication. All communications must be typewritten or written on ene side of the paper only, and should be in duplicate. 


whether a respondent 
idopt her own 
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n subseq ntly married 


Putative father 
magistrates 


Ilegitimate child 

\ woman is applying to a 
illegitimate child jomtly with the 
As the putative father lived with the 
both before and after the birth of the 
he was served with a form of consent to the proposed adoption. 
The putative father refuses to give his consent, and I should therefore 
be obliged if you would advise on the following two points 

1. Section 2 (4) (a) of the Adoption Act, 1950, provides that 

an adoption order shall not be made except with the 

consent of every person who is liable by virtue of any order 
or agreement to contribute to the maintenance of the infar : 
There is no affiliation order against the putative father and no 
igreement to maintain the child 

It is the practice at this court to 
pletion to a putative father who is known to |! 
the maintenance of his child, but in the 
in agreement in writing or at icast 
verbal agreement to contribute, it 
father by merely making some 
of the child need not really be 
proceedings, nor has he any right to oppose the adoption application 
| have been unable to find any case law on the point and should be 
grateful if you would let me have your opinion 

2. Under r. 10 of the Adoption of Children (Summary Jurisdi 
Rules, 1949-1952, the court may require the personal attendance of a 
respondent if it appears to the court that there are special circum- 
tances which render his attendance necessary But if the adopters 
desire their identity to be kept secret, does r. 12 of the same 
that the putative father cannot attend the hearing to cross 
mother if she gives evidence’ It seems that he must 
when he would have an opportunity of g 
nent of the applicants when the latter 
This seems hardly in keeping 
ould not only done but should ma 
itetul if 
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iNsence y iny 
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ind h refusal to consent may be 
were entitled to be made a respondent 
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correct reading 
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> This seems to be the 
ould itself put questions to th 


ipplicant, ba tatements 


by the putative father. adjourning the prox f r this 


The point does not arise 


im this partx u 


Hackney Discretion 
filrte 

My cour censes a 

entations have been made that 


( arriages 


numb. 

th 

to the mechanical fitness of cac vi 

Byeclaws have been made under 
1847, and the vehicles are at 1 

I can find no 


a lhoence 
Clauses Act 
compliance with the byeclaws 
the council to 
inspection is ™m 
My attention | 
a local authority 
the purpose of a hackney carriage 
duty to ensure that the vehicle is thus fit 

Your valued opinion is therefore sought to 

|. Has the council any, and if so what, authority for 
vehicle to be submitted to and pass a mechanical cxamina 
granting or renewing a hackney carriage licence in respect thereof 

2. If the answer to (1) is in the affirmative, may an applicant for a 
hoence be in examination or to pay 
for an examination to be nominated by the 
council’ 

3. Whether 
impliedly warranting that the vehicle ts fit for use as a hackney carriage 
and whether the counci 


npose a mechan } nspection 

le a precedent to the issue o 

ilso drawn to an argument that by ; 
warranting that the ck 
ind for this reason they 


nphiedly 


m bdelore 


required to pay a fee for suc! 
made by an examiner 


you consider that by 


licensing a vehicle the council is 
is thereby incurring any legal obligations ? 
A TON 


inswer 

Section 37 of the Town Police Clauses Act, 1847, entitles the 
council to refuse a licence, subject to the applicant's mght of appeal 
We see nothing to prevent the council’s taking the mechanical fitness 
of the vehicle into account upon each application, if they think i 
worth while. We are informed that some councils do this; others 
consider that a hackney carriage is not as such liable to greater stress 
and strain than (say) a car regularly used for private hire work 
the condition of which is not the council’s business, and that the 
provisions applying to all cars in the Motor Vehicles (Construction 
and Use) Regulations, 1955, S.R. & O. 1955, No. 482, give the 
public enough protection. The council's byelaws “for regulating 

how such carriages are to be furnished and provided ” could 
include some mechanical requirements, but local authorities have (we 
understand) increasingly doubted whether those byelaws can add 
anything of value to the Minister's regulations. We therefore answer 

(a) Yes, subject to appeal—see above 

(b) No 1.-G. v. Wilts. United Dairies (1922) 127 I 
Brocklebank v. R. (1925) 132 L.T. 166, as a matter of general principle 
and (specifically) s. 14 (1) of the Roads Act, 1920. 

(c) No, to both questions—though doubtless there might be public 
criticism if the council had tested and licensed a vehicle which broke 
down mechanically half way through the licensing period. (This is 
one reason for local authorities to assume the sufficiency of the 
general law, and not try to add safeguards of their own.) 


r. 822 


3.—Housing — Undertaking not to use for habitation—Oral undertak ins 
Can an oral undertaking under s. 11 (3) of the Housing Act, 1936, 
be (a) accepted; (+) registered as a local land charge? Epy.e 


Answer. 
We doubt it. The whole idea behind the subsection seems to involve 
a document which if necessary can be produced Even if an oral 
undertaking could be accepted (in the sense that it would be valid and 
enforceable, if proof of it were available) the difficulty of proof after 
the lapse of time might be such that the council. who have an option 
about accepting the undertaking, ought in our opinion to insist upon 
its being on paper 
4.—Husband and Wife— Maintenance order—Revocation— Desire 
wife to obtain greater alimony in Divorce Court 
Application was made to my justices by a married woman for the 
of an order for maintenance made some 20 years ago 
order (as varied) is for £1 15s. a week but in fact the 
husband has paid £2 10s. for some years. The grounds of the applica 
tion were that the wife “to seek relicf in another court 
Both sides were represented by solicitors and the husband opposed 
the application 
The applicant's case was that the most the justices could order was 
£5 per week and that on the means of the parties this was insufficient 
and therefore she required to go before another court, either merely 
to ask for a maintenance order under the Matrimonial! Causes Act, 
1950, or to for divorce and ask for maintenance at the same 
time 
c only evidence given us was that of the wife that she proposed 
to seck f in another court subject to her obtaining legal aid 
My } f were not satisfied that the applicant had “ shown 
! (Summary 


re cation 


The prese 


wishes 


nol 
ippyry 


lence to the satisfaction of the court ” 
Act, 1895, s. 7) and so dismissed the 


to have produced sufficient evidence to 
would been to produce evidence of the means of 
the respective parties so that it would appear proper to the justices 
in order in excess of £5 aithough it was not in their juris- 
diction to do so. In that case they could then have granted an applica 
tion to discharge the existing order to enable an application to be 
made to the High Court, but without such evidence it seems that 
there was no jurisdiction to discharge the order. Both sides appear 
to rely on different parts of the judgment in Pooley v. Pooley [1952 
P. 65; 1 All E.R. 395; 116 J.P. 108 
I was a little exercised as to whether the Magistrates’ Courts Act, 
1952, s. 53, did not give the magistrates (if they thought fit) power 
to revoke the order without any special evidence provided that they 
were satisfied that it was proper under the circumstances to do so 
Your opinions (with any authorities) would be appreciated. 
S. Deputy 


to make 
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inswer 
In our opinion the revoke the order. There may 
be fresh evidence such as our learned correspondent suggests, but 
even if there were not they could act under s. 53, supra, on the 
authority of Markham v. Markham (1946) 2 All E.R. 737; 111 J.P 
29. It seems right that the wife should be enabled to get rid of the 
order, at her own risk, in order that she can apply to the High Court 


justices May 


5.—-Local Government— Disability of councillors—iInterest in company 

4 borough adjoining this rural district owns a market and slaughter- 
house. The market is rented by a company and charges are made 
by the corporation according to scale for the use of the slaughter-house 
it is desired to move the market and slaughter-house from the centre 
of the town to land bounded by the rural district. The divisional 
planning authority have asked the rural district council for ther 
observations on the proposals of the corporation 

At the meeting of the council it was proposed by farmers that the 
council support the proposals of the corporation An amendment 
was proposed that the planning committee be informed that the 
ncil did not consider it a suitable site as the surrounding land in 
borough is scheduled for good class dwellings and in the rural 

ea there are one or two good class houses adjacent to the proposed 
site The amendment defeated by six—nine he original 

solution was then put and carried cight—five 

There are several farmers on the council who buy and sell at the 
market. One of them is a director of the market company. One has 
five shares in the company Another is hoping to purchase shares 
ater. Nothing of this was disclosed at the meeting. The proposer 
of the amendment now says that none of the farmers had any right 
they interested either indirectly in the 


th 
t 
iT 


was 


to vote as 


matter 


were directly of 

Will you please advise if this matter comes within the terms of 
s. 76 of the Local Government Act, 1933, and this 
particular matter 


generally on 


ALAN( 
Answer 

Farmers users of the 
tected by 76 (1) of the Local Government 
The man who hopes to buy shares has no interest at present. The 
holder of five may be protected in part by the new subsection 
2A) added in 1948, but even so he ought to have disclosed his interest 
The director is in our opinion caught by both provisions in s. 76 (1), 

’ taking part as well as failing to disclose 
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We answered a somewhat similar question in 1952 at 116 J.P.N 
126. In our view it is the board who are given the right to recover 
the arrears, and the complaint must be theirs. The fact that, by virtue 
of r. 4 (2), supra, some other person makes the complaint does not 
make that other person the complainant, and when the case is heard 
it is the complainant, or some person who may lawfully appear on 
his behalf, who must conduct the proceedings. W that 


fo not think 
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the procedure suggested in the question ts a proper way of avoiding 
the difficulty. We think that unless the board can show that there is 
special provision allowing someone else to appear on their behalf 
they must be represented by counsel or solicitor 


Stamp Duty— Jenancy agreements 

Arising from your answer to P.P. 10 at p 
of your opinion of the following procedure: 

It appears that both parts of tenancy agreements need not be 
presented for stamping together and the procedure is for the part 
executed by the council to be termed the original and returned to 
the tenant for stamping by him if he wishes to do so. The part 
executed by the tenant is termed the counterpart and stamped as such 
by the council with a Ss. stamp. This appears to provide the council 
with an agreement which may be put in evidence at about a quarter 
of the cost in stamp duty 


291, | should be 


ASTLAND 
inswer 

The practice described in your present letter is the 
practice as between private landlords and tenants, /.¢., the 
liable for stamp duty on the lease (which ts kept by him 
his protection); the landlord keeps the counterpar 
the stamp on a counterpart ts 5 
executed the counterpart and has not done so, cannot 
thereafter dispute its when it has been stamped, on 
the ground that the lease itself was (by his own default) not stamped 
If he chooses to leave itself unstamped, that is his affau 
But these were not the mstances with which we were dealing 
it p. 291. Im the case there put to us, the query spoke of a duplicate 
not of a counterpart, and a duplicate can not be stamped at Sy. unless 
the two documents are presented together and one of them ts stamped 
ut the full rate: se 14 (4) and 72 of the Act of 1891. It 
expressly stated also that an un s handed to the 
tenant, and that “ stamp duty on both parts is borne by the council * 

more accurately, since the stamp duty was not paid at all, it should 
have been said that as between them and their tenants the council 
undertook to bear the duty Hence our comment that they 
defrauding their tenants as well as th 


wdinary 
tenant is 
and is for 
As you 
at any rate if he has 


Say 

ind the lessee 
the lessor 
1dmussability 
the lease 


ciret 


was 


tamped duplicate w 


wert 
pub 





HEN people come to a solicitor for advice, it is usually 
because they are in some sort of tangle 
by intricacies of civil law . 
the police. Quite often, as you will know from experience 
people are tangled within themselves as well. And, much as you 
may want to help, there are limits to what a solicitor can 


in such cases. 


Some are perpicxed 
. others may be ‘ tangled" with 


these 
do 


However difficult the situation, The Salvation Army can be relied 
upon to find some way of helping. So do not hesitate to call 
upon The Army in any human emergency. And please remember 
that a donation or bequest to The Salvation Army is support 
for Christianity in decisive, daily action. General Wilfred 
Kitching, 113 Queen Victoria Street, London, E.C.4. 


The Salvation Army 
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Borot GH OF WARWICK 
Appointment of Town Clerk 


APPLICATIONS are invited from Solicitors 
having experience in Local Government for the 
wppointment of Town Clerk at a commencing 
alary of £1,255 per annum, rising by annual 
incremnents of £52 10s. to a maximum of 
£1,465, 

It is probable that, subject to the approval 
of the Registrar General and the Warwickshire 
County Council, the successful applicant for 
the appointment of Town Clerk will also be 
appointed Superintendent Registrar for the 
Registration District of Warwick and Leaming- 
ton; the commencing salary for this appoint- 
ment will be £444 per annum, subject to a 
deduction of £150 per annum in respect of the 
use of the Staff and office machinery of the 
Borough Council 

The salary and conditions of service 
down by the Joint Negotiating Committee for 
Town Clerks have been applied by the Borough 
Council 

A list of the Special Conditions applicable 
to the appointment of Town Clerk and a form 
of application may be obtained from the under- 
signed, to whom applications must be delivered 
not later than October 29, 1955 

Canvassing wall disqualify. 

H. C. F. M. FILLMORE, 


Town Clerk 


laid 


Town Clerk's Office 
Warwick 


STAINES URBAN DISTRICT COUNCIL 


£432,172 
acres) 


(Pop.: 41,050. R.V Area: 8,271 


Appointment of Deputy Clerk and Solicitor 


APPLICATIONS are invited from Solicitors 
for the above appomtment. Salary £1,107 10s 
« £50—£1,307 10s. Conditions of service for 
Chief Officers (other than Town Clerks and 
Clerks of District Councils) apply. Further 
particulars and form of application obtainable 
from the undersigned Applications to be 
received not later than October 21, 1955 
F. ENTWISTLE, 

Clerk of the Council 

“ Elmsieigh. 
73 High Street, 
Stames, Middlesex 


Sot 'TH WESTERN GAS BOARD 


Assistant Solicitor 


THE South Western Gas Board requires an 
Assistant Solicitor in the Legal Department 
it Bath 
The main duties will comprise conveyancing 
and common law work (including advocacy) 
Salary will be within the range £975—£1,200, 
commencing according to age and experience, 
and the post will be  superannuable. 
Applications, with names and addresses of two 
referees, to the undersigned not later than 
Friday, October 28, 1955 
R. G. LAYCOCK, 
Solicitor 
9a, Quiet Street 
Bath 


Co NTY BOROUGH OF BURY 
Appointment of Deputy Town Clerk 


APPLICATIONS are invited from Solicitors 
with Local Government experience for the 
appointment of Deputy Town Clerk. Salary 
£1,151 13s. 4d. x £35 (S)—£1,326 13s. 4d. 
Conditions of appointment and form of 
application may be obtained from me, and 
applications must reach me not later than 
October 31, 1955 
EDWARD S. SMITH, 
Town Clerk 
Town Hall, 
Bury. 
October 4, 1955 


BRorovcn OF BRIDGWATER 
Deputy Town Clerk 


APPLICATIONS are invited from Solicitors 
with Local Government experience for the 
above position. Salary £900 rising by annual 
increments of £40 to £1,100 per annum. 
Applications, stating age, qualifications and 
experience, with the names of two referees, 
must reach the undersigned not later than 
Monday, October 31, 1955. 

Canvassing will disqualify 

H. A. CLIDERO, 
Town Clerk 

Town Hall, 

Bridgwater 


OCTOBER 15, 1955 


ETROPOLITAN BOROUGH OF 
ISLINGTON 


ASSISTANT Solicitor required, salary Grade 
A.P.T. V (£750 « £30—£900), plus London 
“ weighting ” of £20 or £30 per annum accord- 
ing to age 

Applicants should have experience of con- 
veyancing and advocacy Previous local 
government experience will be an advantage 
but is not essential. 

Applications, stating age, qualifications, 
particulars of present and previous appoint- 
ments and general experience, accompanied 
by the names of two referees, must be delivered 
to the undersigned by not later than October 
22, 1955 

The Council are unable to provide housing 
accommodation for the successful applicant 

H. DIXON CLARK, 
Town Clerk 
Town Hall, 
Upper Street, N.1 


BRoroucn OF HORNSEY 
Appointment of Assistant Solicitor 


APPLICATIONS are invited for the above 
appointment at a salary in accordance with the 
National Joint Council Special Scale (£690 
£30.-£900 per annum, plus London Weight- 
ing). The commencing salary for applicants 
with not less than two years’ legal experience 
from date of admission will be £780 per annum, 
plus London Weighting 

Applications, stating age, qualifications, ex 
perience and particulars of present and previous 
appointments, together with the names of three 
referees, must be received by the undersigned 
not later than October 29, 1955 

Canvassing or failure to disclose relationship 
to a member or senior officer of the Council 
will disqualify 

The Council are 
accommodation 


unable to offer housing 
H. BEDALE, 
Town Clerk 
Town Hall, 
Crouch End Broadway 
N.8 


Ess! PROBATION AREA 
Appointment of Female Probation Officer 


APPLICATIONS are invited for the appoint- 
ment of a full-time Female Probation Officer 

Applicants must not be less than 23 nor more 
than 40 years of age, except in the case of a 
serving probation officer. 

The appointment will be subject to the 
Probation Rules, 1949 to 1955, and the salary 
will be according to the scale prescribed by 
those Rules. 

Applicants should be able to drive a car 

The successful applicant will be required to 
pass a medical examination 

Applications, stating age, present position, 
qualifications and experience, together with the 
names of two referees, must reach the under 
signed not later than 14 days after the appear- 
ance of this advertisement 

W. J. PIPER, 
Clerk of the Peace and of the 
Probation Committee 
Office of the Clerk of the Peace, 
Tindal Square, 
Chelmsford 
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BERKSHIRE MAGISTRATES’ COURTS 
COMMITTEE 

County Petty Sessional Divisions of the Forest, 
Reading and Windsor 


APPLICATIONS are invited for a Senior 
Court Assistant in the offices of the Clerk to 
the Justices of the above Divisions. Applicants 
should possess considerable experience of the 
work of a justices’ clerk's office 
Salary £600 x £25—-£725 per annum. N.J.C 
Conditions for staff of local authorities will 
apply pending National Conditions of Service 
of Justices’ Clerks’ Assistants, and the post is 
superannuable . 
Applications, stating age, present salary, 
particulars of experience, together with the 
names of two referees, should reach the under- 
signed not later than October 21, 1955 
E. R. DAVIES, 
Clerk of the Committee 
Shire Hall, 
Reading 


ETROPOLITAN BOROUGH OF 
BATTERSEA 


ASSISTANT, in Legal Section of Town 
Clerk's Department required, A.P.T. Ill 
(£630 « £25—£755). Experience in conveyancing 
essential 

Particulars and application form from Town 
Clerk, Town Hall, Battersea, S.W.11. Closing 
date October 24, 1955 


c™ AND COUNTY OF NORWICH 
Assistant Solicitor 


APPLICATIONS are invited from 
solicitors interested in Local Government for 
Assistant Solicitor at a salary 
£690 £900 according to 


young 


the position of 
within the range 
experience 

The appointment will be subject to the 
provisions of the Local Government Super- 
annuation Acts and to termination by one 
month's notice. Relationship to any member 
or officer of the Council must be disclosed 
and canvassing, directly or indirectly, will be 
1 disqualification 

Applications, stating age, qualifications and 
experience, and accompanied by copies of two 
recent testimonials, should be received by the 
Town Clerk, City Hall, Norwich, not later 
than October 31, 1955 


Coen BOROUGH OF 
BOURNEMOUTH 
Senior Assistant Solicitor 


invited for this post 
salary in accordance with Grade C of 
the Joint Negotiating Committee for Chief 
Officers of Local Authorities (£1,202 10s 

£1,412 10s. per annum) Point of entry 
according to qualifications and experience 
Applications, stating age, qualifications, par- 
ticulars of present and previous appointments, 
experience, and the names of three persons 
to whom reference may be made and endorsed 
‘Senior Assistant Solicitor,” to reach me by 
October 27, 1955. Canvassing will disqualify 

A. LINDSAY CLEGG, 
Town Clerk 


APPLICATIONS are 


ata 


cm™ OF MANCHESTER 


Appointment of Whole-time Female Probation 
Officer 


APPLICATIONS are invited for the appoint- 
ment of a whole-time Female Probation 
Officer. 

Applicants must be not less than 23 nor 
more than 40 years of age, except in the case 
of a serving probation officer 

The appointment wil! be subject to the 
Probation Rules, 1949 to 1955, and the salary 
will be according to the scale prescribed by 
those Rules 

The successful applicant will be required to 
pass a medical examination. 

Applications, stating age, present position, 
qualifications and experience, together with 
copies of not more than two recent testimonials, 
must reach the undersigned not later than 
October 31, 1955 

HAROLD COOPER, 


Secretary of the Probation Committee 


City Magistrates’ Cour 
Manchester, | 


Borocucu OF HOVE 


Senior Assistant Solicitor 


citor required, salary 
£1,000). The success- 
required to undertake 
advocacy, administrative and 
committee work The appointment is super- 
annuable and subject to medical examination 

Applications, stating .ge, qualifications and 
experience, with the names and addresses of 
three referees, must reach the undersigned at 
the Town Hall, Hove “ later than October 
31, 1955 


SENIOR Assistant Sx 
Grade A.P.T. V1 (£825 
ful candidate will be 


conveyancing 


STEVENS 
Town Clerk 


JOHN | 


ANCASHIRE MAGISTRATES’ COURTS 
COMMITTEE 


Appointment of Justices’ Clerk 


APPLICATIONS are invited from duly 
qualified persons for the whole-time appoint 
ment of Clerk to the Justices of the Leyland 
and the Leyland Hundred Petty Sessional 
Divisions. The Courts sit at Leyland and at 
Chorley respectively, and the Clerk's Office is 
at Chorley. The estimated population of the 
two Divisions ts 109,418 The appointment 
will be subject to the Conditions of Service 
of the Joint Negotiating Committee for 
Justices’ Clerks, and the salary will be within 
the range of £1,600 « £50-—£1,850 per annum, 
with an additional £100 per annum for more 
than one Division. The appointment will bx 
superannuable and subject to exami 
ation, and will be terminable by three n 
notice on either side 

Applications, giving full particulars of 


cations and experience, together with the nam 
' 


medica 
st} 


of two referees, should be received 
later than October 31, 1955 
R. ADCOCK 
Clerk of the 
County Hall 
Preston 


Co NTY BOROUGH OF OLDHAM 
Senior Assistant Solicitor 


APPLICATIONS are invited for the 
appointment from Solicitors wit! al gover 
ment and conveyancing expenence 

Salary A.P.T. Grade VII (£900—£1,100 
Commencing salary w pccorda nce wil 
experience 

Applications 
testimonials) must be 
October 25, 1955 

EDWARD 


with three 


received not later 


(together 


HAINES 

Tow 
Town Hal! 
Oldham 


Established for nearly half a century in the City “so 


Viklenonne ts. Thillyps ‘ 


( 


aC OU tl 


=—— Imperial Parade, Ludgate Circus, £4 7 
Makers of Ceremonial Nate iwnlte newlia 
mannet ~All all ser of Good Gewdell 7Y 
are uerkhs art th Gel) ane Abeer 
_— NB. Ltheuwe dell _ 

ANTIQUE SILVE 


Skilled Repairs and Valuations of Corporation Regalia 
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REGISTER OF LAND AND ESTATE AGENTS, AUCTIONEERS, 
VALUERS, AND SURVEYORS 


CHESHIRE 


CHESTER.—HARPER, WEBB & CO... Chartered Sur- 
veyors, Rating Specialists, 35 White Friars, Chester 
Tel. 20685 


CORNWALL 


FALMOUTH.—ROWE & KNOWLES. Scrand, Falmouth 
Tel: (89% and 1308 


DEVON 


AXMINSTER. — ARNOLD L 
ARLCS., Chartered Surveyor 
Shute, Axminster. Tel. 2388 

EXETER.—RIPPON, BOSWELL & CO 
Street, Exeter. Est. 1884 Tel. 59378 

EXMOUTH.—PURNELL. DANIELL & MORRELL 
7 Exeter Road. Tel. 3775. Auctioneers and Estate 
Agents; Surveyors and Valuers. Also at Honiton and 
Sidmouth 


BALDOCK, 86.S« 
Valuer, Land Agent 


FAL. 8 Queen 


ESSEX 
1LFORD AND ALL ESSEX.—RANDALLS. Chartered 
Surveyors, Auctioneers, Valuers. | Medway Parade 
Cranbrook Rd... Ilford Est. 1884 Tel. tLFord 220! 
(3 lines) 


GLOUCESTERSHIRE 


CIRENCESTER AND COTSWOLDS.—HO8BS & 
CHAMBERS, FRCS. FA. Market Place, Cirencester 
(Tel. 62/63) and Faringdon, Berks 


HERTFORDSHIRE 


BARNET & DISTRICT.— WHITE SON & PILL 
High Screet. Tel. 0086, and ac New Barnet 


ts 


KENT 

SECKENHAM—BROMLEY.—SUTCLIFFE, SON & 
PARTNERS, Estate Agents and Surveyors The Old 
Cottage. Estate office, opp. Shortiands Station, Kent 
Tel. RAV. 7201 6157. Also at 20 London Road, Bromiey 
RAV 01857 

GAST KENT.—WORSFOLD & HAYWARD, offices ac 
3 Market Square, Dover It Queen Street, Deal 
4 St. Margaret's Screet, Canterbury. Established 1835 


LANCASHIRE 

BSARROW-IN-FURNESS, NORTH LANCASHIRE 
AND SOUTH CUMBERLAND.—CHARLES G 
LOWDEN. Chartered Surveyor & Auctioneer. Est. 1869 
18/24 Cornwallis Street, Barrow-in-Furness Tel 
Barrow 364 

BLACKBURN & EAST LANCASHIRE.—SALIS-. 
BURY & HAMER (Esc. 1828). Mills and Works Valuers 
Auctioneers and Estate Agents, 50 Ainsworth Screet 
Blackburn. Tel. 505! and S67 


Boro GH OF BEXLEY 
Senior Assistant Solicitor 


» 
APPLICATIONS are invited for this appoint- 


ment under NJ.C. service rditions at a 
salary in accordance with Grade A.P.T. VI, 
but commencing at not less than £930 per 
annum, plus London Weighting. Preference 
will be given to applicants with at least three 
years’ legal experience in a municipal office 

Forms of application, with conditions of 
appointment, may be obtained from the 
undersigned, to whom completed applications 
must be returned by October 25, 1955. Can- 
vassing will disqualify. 


ARTHUR GOLDFINCH, 
Town Clerk 
Council Offices, 
Bexleyheath, Kent 
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LANCASHIRE— Contd) 

LIVERPOOL & DISTRICT.—/OS. RIMMER & SON, 
(Charles F Reid, Robert Hatton). 48 Castile Street, 
Liverpool, 2. Tel. Central 3068. Chartered Surveyors, 
Chartered Auctioneers and Estate Agents 
GEO. H. EDWARDS & CO., 3 and 4 Williamson Sq 

Liverpool |. Est. 1880. Tel. Royal 2434 (2 lines) 

MANCHESTER.—EDWARD RUSHTON. SON & 
KENYON, 12 York Street. Est. 1855. Tel. CENtral 
1937. Telegrams Russoke 


LEICESTERSHIRE 


LEICESTER, LEICESTERSHIRE & MIDLANDS.— 
MONTAGUE TURNOR, FAL PA. FV.1, Auctioneer 
Estate Agent, Surveyor and Valuer, 27 Belvoir Street 
Leicester. (Tel. 65244-5.) 


LONDON AND SUBURBS 
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LTO 


ESTATE OFFICES,” 76-80 
ond ot 1Si DULY 
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ANDREWS 
Lloyds Bank Chambers 
Willesden 22367 

DRIVERS, JONAS & CO. Chartered Surveyors, Land 
Agents and Auctioneers, 7 Charles li Screet, St 
James's Square, London, $.W.! WhHirehal!, 3911 
Also at Southampton 

FAREBROTHER, ELLIS & CO. 29 Fleece Screet, E.C.4 

H. C. WILSON & CO., 5! Maida Vale, W.9. Est. 1853 
Tel. Cunn 6111 (4 lines) 

WARD SAUNDERS & CO., Auctioneers, Surveyors, 
Valuers, Estate Agents, 298 Upper Screet, London, 
N.1. Tel. CANonbury 2487/8/9 


CHELSEA.—WHELEN & CO., FAL, Markham House, 
138a Kings Road, S.W.3. Tel. KNightsbridge 5225/6/7 
Also in Sloane Street, $. WI. Tel. SLOane 189! 

WINCHMORE HILL, ENFIELD, SOUTHGATE, 
AND NORTH LONDON SUBURBS.—KING & 
CO., Chartered Surveyors and Valuers, 725 Green Lanes, 
N.2!. LAB. 1137. Head Office, 7! Bishopsgate, E.C.2 


PHILIP & CO.. Chartered Surveyors 
| Waim Lane, NW.2. Tel 


MIDDLESEX 


HARROW.—G. |. HERSEY, FRICS. FAL, Chartered 
Surveyor and Rating Valuer, 44 College Road, Harrow 
Middlesex. And at Amersham, Chesham, and Great 
Missenden Tel. Harrow 7484, Amersham 1430/1, 
Chesham 97, and Great Missenden 2194 





LOCAL AUTHORITIES’ 
BYELAWS 


by A. S. WISDOM, Solicitor 


A summary of byelaw-making powers 
possessed by local authorities. 


Price 4s., Postage and Packing 6d. 
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MIDOLESE X.—( Contd } 


HOUNSLOW.— ROPER. 
Auctioneers, Surveyors, etc 
HOU 1184 

POTTERS BAR & DISTRICT.—WHITE, SON & PILL, 
58 High Street. Tel. 3888 


SON 4 CHAPMAN, 
162 High Screec Tel 


NOTTINGHAMSHIRE 


NOTTINGHAM.—KINGSTON & PARTNERS, Sur- 
veyors, Valuers, Town Planning Consultants and Indus- 
trial and Rating Valuers, 14 Chaucer Street. Tel. 45290 

RETFORD.—HENRY SPENCER & SONS, Auctioneers 
and Valuers, 20 The Square, Retford, Notts. Tel. $3! /2 
9 Norfolk Row, Sheffield Tel. 25206 9! Bridge 
Street, Worksop. Tel. 2654 


SURREY 


CAMBERLEY (HANTS & BERKS BORDERS).— 
SADLER & BAKER, Chartered Auctioneers and Estace 
Agents, 3! High Street. Est. 1880. Tel. 1619 

ESHER.—W. |. GELL & SON, Chartered Surveyors 
Auctioneers and Estate Agents, 5! High Screet, Esher 
Tel. 12 And at 2 Grays Inn Square, W.C.! Te 
Chancery 5957 

GUILDFORD.—CHAS. OSENTON & CO. High Screer 
Tel. 62927 8 

OXTED.—PAYNE & CO. Surveyors 
Auctioneers, Station Road, West, Oxted Tel 
And at East Grinstead, Sussex 


Valuers and 
870)! 


SUSSEX 


BOGNOR REGIS, CHICHESTER, SELSEY & 
DISTRICT.—CLIFFORD E. RALFS, FALPA. Auc- 
tioneer, Estate Agent, Surveyor, Knighton Chambers 
Aldwick Road, Bognor Regis. (Tel.: 1750) 

BRIGHTON & HOVE—H. D 5. STIES & CO 
Chartered Surveyors, Chartered Auctioneers and Estate 
Agents, 10! Western Road, Brighton | Tel. Hove 
35281 (3 limes). And at London 


WEST SUSSEX.—WHITEHEAD & WHITEHEAD 
South Street, Chichester (Est. 1899). Tel. 2478—3 lines 
And at Bognor Regis, Pulborough & Havant (Hants.) 


WARWICKSHIRE 


BIRMINGHAM.—). ALFRED FROGGATT & SON. 
FAL, Chartered Auctioneers, Valuers & Estace Agents, 
Unity Buildings, 14 Temple Street, Birmingham Tel 
MiDiand 6811/2 


YORKSHIRE 


BRADFORD.—DAVID WATERHOUSE & NEPHEWS 
Chartered Auctioneers and Estate Agents, Valuers 
Rating Surveyors, Britannia House, Bridge Street, 
Bradford | Tel. 22622 (3 lines) 


INQUIRIES 


YORKSHIRE DETECTIVE BUREAL 
(T. E. Hoyland, Ex-Detective Sergeant) 
Member of The Association of British Detec- 
tives, World Secret Service Association and 
Associated American Detective Agencies. 
DIVORCE OBSERVATIONS EN- 
QUIRIES—Civil and Criminal investigations 
anywhere. Over 1,000 Agents. Over 27 
years C.1.D. and Private Detective Experience 
at your Service. Empire House, 10, Piccadilly, 
Bradford. Tel. 25129. (After office hours, 
26823.) Established 1945. 
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